
REFERENCE  MADE  BY  THE HON'BLE  SHRI  K. MADHAVA  REDDY, 
CHIEF    JUSTICE    TO THE  LATE  SHRI  N. A. MODY, EX-JUDGE, 
ON 11TH DECEMBER  1984.

Mr.  A.  V.  Sa v a n t ,  Ad v o c a t e- Ge n e r a l ,  Mr.  R.  S.  Mo r e ,  

Go v e r n m e n t  Pl e a d e r ,  Mr.  G.  A.  Th a k k a r ,  on  be h a l f  of  the  Bom b a y  Ba r  

As s o c i a t i o n ,  Mr.  S.  B.  Na i k ,  Pr e s i d e n t ,  W e s t e r n  Ind i a  Ad v o c a t e s '  

As s o c i a t i o n ,  Mr.  J.  P.  Th a k k a r ,  Pr e s i d e n t ,  inc o r p o r a t e d  Law  So c i e t y ,  

Bo m b a y  an d  Me m b e r s  of  the  Ba r  :

W e  me e t  he r e  tod a y  to  mo u r n  the  pa s s i n g  aw a y  of  on e  of  the  

di s t i n g u i s h e d  Ju d g e s  of  th i s  Co u r t  Sh r i  Na l i n i k a n t  Am b a l a l  Mo d y .  Bo r n  on  

2 nd  Ma r c h  19 1 0 ,  he  di d  hi s  sc h o o l i n g  in  El p h i n s t o n e  Gr o u p  of  Ed u c a t i o n a l  

Ins t i t u t i o n s .  He  gr a d u a t e d  from  El p h i n s t o n e  Co l l e g e  an d  af t e r  ta k i n g  hi s  law  

de g r e e  he  wa s  en r o l l e d  as  an  Ad v o c a t e  on  the  Or i g i n a l  Si d e  on  12 th Ma r c h  

193 5 .  He  so o n  bu i l t  up  a  re p u t a t i o n  fo r  tho r o u g h n e s s ,  inp r e p a r a t i o n ,  cla r i t y  

in  ex p r e s s i o n  an d  pe r s u a s i o n  in  ad v o c a c y .  He  ha d  com m a n d  ov e r  al l  

br a n c h e s  of  civ i l  law  bu t  wo r k e d  pre d o m i n a n t l y  on  com m e r c i a l  law  an d  La n d  

Ac q u i s i t i o n  an d  ot h e r  ge n e r a l  wo r k  on  the  Or i g i n a l  Si d e  of  the  Bom b a y  Hi g h  

Co u r t .  W h e n  he  wa s  el e v a t e d  to  the  be n c h  of  the  Bom b a y  Hi g h  Co u r t  as  

Ad d i t i o n a l  Ju d g e  on  1 s t  Ma r c h  195 7 ,  he  sa c r i f i c e d  a  la r g e  an d  luc r a t i v e  

pra c t i c e  wh i c h  he  ha d  bu i l t  up  by  sh e e r  di n t  of  me r i t .  Th e  ba r  un a n i m o u s l y  

fe l t  tha t  it  wa s  a  gr e a t  los s  to  its  ra n k s  bu t  Be n c h  fe l t  a  wo r t h y  ad d i t i o n  to  its  

ran k s .   W i t h i n    a    few    mo n t h s    on    15 th De c e m b e r  195 7   he  wa s  ma d e  a  



pe r m a n e n t  Ju d g e  of  th i s  Co u r t .   As  a  Jud g e  he  br o u g h t  to  be a r  up o n  hi s  

du t i e s  hi s  gr e a t  lea r n i n g  an d  ex p e r i e n c e ,  an d  ex h i b i t e d  the  sam e  

tho r o u g h n e s s  fo r  wh i c h  he  wa s  kn o w n  wh i l e  as  a  law y e r .  He  we n t  ab o u t  hi s  

tas k  wi t h  a  hi g h  se n s e  of  du t y  an d  fil l e d  the  of f i c e  wi t h  di g n i t y  an d  

com p e t e n c e .  He  ha d  no  pr e- co n c e i v e d  no t i o n s  or  pr e j u d i c e s  an d  wa s  no t  

swa y e d  by  the  hi g h  st a k e s  inv o l v e d  or  the  me a g r e  va l u e  of  the  ma t t e r  

be f o r e  him.  He  ha d  a  pa s s i o n  fo r  do i n g  jus t i c e  fo r  he  alw a y s  fe l t  tha t  ea c h  

ma t t e r  wa s  eq u a l l y  imp o r t a n t  to  the  pa r t i e s  co n c e r n e d .  He  ha d  rem a r k a b l e  

fun d  of  pa t i e n c e  an d  in  the  tru e  se n s e  of  the  te rm  he  wa n t e d  tha t  jus t i c e  

sh o u l d  no t  on l y  be d o n e  an d  no t  me r e l y  ap p e a r  to  be  do n e  bu t  tha t  bo t h  

pa r t i e s  sh o u l d  lea v e  hi s  co u r t  co n v i n c e d  tha t  jus t i c e  wa s  in  fac t  do n e  to  

them .  He  wa s  a  ha r d  ta s k  ma s t e r  an d  ex p e c t e d  tho r o u g h  pre p a r a t i o n  an d  

hi g h  sta n d a r d s  of  ad v o c a c y  an d  pro f e s s i o n a l  co n d u c t  fro m  the  mem b e r s  of  

the  ba r.  Ex c e l l e n c e  wa s  hi s  ide a l .  He  st r o v e  to  ac h i e v e  it  an d  ex p e c t e d  the  

ba r  to  st r i v e  tow a r d s  tha t  en d .  It  wa s  no t  un c o m m o n t o  fin d  him  pu l l i n g  up  

the  co u n s e l  fo r  no t  do i n g  jus t i c e  to  the  cl i e n t  an d  the  ca s e .  Bu t  he  wa s  

alw a y s  hum a n e  in  hi s  ap p r o a c h  an d  sym p a t h e t i c  tow a r d s  the  pa r t i e s  an d  

the i r  co u n s e l .  He  wo u l d  no t  hu s t l e  un d e r  the  pr e s s u r e  of  mo u n t i n g  ar r e a r s .  

He  wa s  ne v e r  in  a  ha s t e  to  di s p o s e  of  a  ca s e .   He  ne v e r  sp a r e d  an y  pa i n s  

to  se e  tha t  jus t i c e  wa s  do n e  in  ev e r y  ca s e  tha t  cam e  up  be f o r e  him.  He  

ga v e  a  ve r y  pa t i e n t  he a r i n g  to  ev e r y  ca u s e  an d  di s c h a r g e d  hi s  du t i e s  wi t h  

su c h  co n s c i e n t i o u s  an d  



un t i r i n g  de v o t i o n  tha t  he  ea r n e d  the  re s p e c t  of  the  Be n c h  an d  the  ba r  al i k e .  

He  ha d  a  pa s s i o n  to  do  jus t i c e  an d  st r a i n e d  him s e l f  to  go  th r o u g h  the  en t i r e  

re c o r d  in  an  an x i e t y  to  ar r i v e  at  the  tru t h  in  the  ca s e .  He  tri e d  to  br i n g  ab o u t  

a  jus t  an d  fa i r  se t t l e m e n t  of  di s p u t e s  an d  pre v e n t  ru i n o u s  lit i g a t i o n ,  an d  

en d e a r e d  him s e l f  to  the  law y e r s  an d  lit i g a t i o n s  al i k e .  He  ad o r n e d  th i s  Co u r t  

fo r  15  ye a r s  an d  ha d  pr i v i l e g e  of  ac t i n g  as  its  Ch i e f  Ju s t i c e .  Du r i n g  hi s  

ten u r e  he  su f f e r e d  ph y s i c a l  af f l i c a t i o n  bu t  tha t  di d  no t  com e  in  the  wa y  of  hi s  

di s c h a r g i n g  hi s  du t i e s .  In  sp i t e  of  tha t  he  ex h i b i t e d  the  sam e  de v o t i o n  to  

du t y .

O n  hi s  re t i r e m e n t  the  mem b e r s  of  the  ba r  an d  the  Be n c h  al i k e  

fe l t  tha t  the y  we r e  los i n g  a  ve r y  em i n e n t  Ju d g e  of  th i s  Co u r t ,  wh o  ha d  

ea r n e d  the  es t e e m  an d  af f e c t i o n  of  al l  co n c e r n e d  wi t h  the  adm i n i s t r a t i o n  of  

Ju s t i c e .  He  wa s  ab o v e  al l  a  Ju d g e  wi t h  a  hum a n  tou c h .  He  ha d  al s o  a  

va r i e d  int e r e s t  in  lif e.  He  too k  kee n  int e r e s t  in  sp o r t s .  He  wa s  al s o  the  

pre s i d e n t  of  the  W i l l i n g d o n  Sp o r t s  Cl u b  fo r  a  num b e r  of  ye a r s .  Af t e r  hi s  

re t i r m e n t ,  he  ke p t  hi s  in t e r e s t  in  law.  He  ha d  be e n  ai l i n g  fo r  a  few  mo n t h s  

now .  Hi s  en d  cam e  su d d e n l y  ye s t e r d a y  in  the  ea r l y  ho u r s .  Th e  la r g e  

at t e n d a n c e  of  the  mem b e r s  of  the  ba r  to  pa y  him  hom a g e  sp e a k s  vo l u m e s  

of  the  de e p  af f e c t i o n  an d  re g a r d  the y  ha d  fo r  him.  My  co l l e a g u e s  an d  my s e l f  

joi n  the  mem b e r s  of  the  ba r  in  co n v e y i n g  ou r  de e p  an d  he a r t f e l t  

co n d o l e n c e s  to  the  mem b e r s  of  the  be r e a v e d  fam i l y  an d  es p e c i a l l y  Sh r i  A.  

N.  Mo d y ,  hi s  ill u s t r i o u s  so n  wh o  



him s e l f  ha s  be e n  on  the  be n c h  of  th i s  Co u r t  fo r  som e  tim e  an d  is  now  a  

se n i o r  me m b e r  of  the  Bom b a y  Ba r .

Ma y  hi s  sou l  re s t  in  pe a c e .

D/- 1 1 th De c e m b e r  198 4 (K. Ma d h a v a  Re d d y)
    Ch i e f  Ju s t i c e
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MR. A. V. SAVANT
ADVOCATE-GENERAL.

11-12-1984

My  Lo r d  the  Ch i e f  Ju s t i c e ,  Mr.  Ju s t i c e  Ga d g i l  an d  mem b e r s  of  

the  ba r  -

On  be h a l f  of  the  Ba r ,  I  as s o c i a t e  my s e l f  wi t h  the  tou c h i n g  

se n t i m e n t s  ex p r e s s e d  by  My  Lo r d  the  Ch i e f  Ju s t i c e  on  the  pa s s i n g  aw a y  of  

Mr.  Ju s t i c e  N.  A.  Mo d y .  Ju s t i c e  Mo d y  ha d  a  ve r y  su c c e s s f u l  ca r e e r  at  the  

Ba r .  He  wa s  a  ve r y  br i g h t  jun i o r  an d  wo r k e d  in  the  ch a m b e r s  of  Sh r i  Ma n g a l  

De s a i  wh o  lat e r  on  be c a m e  the  Ju d g e  of  Th i s  Co u r t .  It  wa s  at  a  gr e a t  

pe r s o n a l  sa c r i f i c e  tha t  Ju s t i c e  Mo d y  him s e l f  ac c e p t e d  the  inv i t a t i o n  to  

be c a m e  a  Ju d g e  in  Ma r c h  195 7 .  Fo r  15  ye a r s  Ju s t i c e  Mo d y  adm i n i s t e r e d  

jus t i c e  an d  ma d e  hi s  ma r k  in  al l  br a n c h e s  of  law  pa r t i c u l a r l y  the  Com m e r c i a l  

Law  an d  the  La n d  Ac q u i s i t i o n  ma t t e r s .

Ju s t i c e  Mo d y  ha d  alw a y s  be e n  a  ve r y  pa i n- sta k i n g  an d  pa t i e n t  

Ju d g e .  He  be l i e v e d  in  gi v i n g  fu l l  op p o r t u n i t y  to  the  Ad v o c a t e s  to  pre s e n t  

the i r  ca s e .  He  pa r t i c u l a r l y  en c o u r a g e d  jun i o r  me m b e r s  of  the  Ba r  an d  

tre a t e d  them  wi t h  utm o s t  co u r t e s y .  Ho w e v e r ,  ap p e a r a n c e  of  an y  co u n s e l  or  

an y  lit i g a n t  ma d e  no  di f f e r e n c e  wh a t s o e v  er  to  the  ap p r o a c h  of  Ju s t i c e  

Mo d y  si n c e  the  sa l e  co n s i d e r a t i o n  wa s  to  adm i n i s t e r  Ju s t i c e  ac c o r d i n g  to  

law.

I  my s e l f  di s t i n c t l y  rem e m b e r  tha t  wh e n  Ju s t i c e  Mo d y  wa s  

he a r i n g  W r i t  Pe t i t i o n s  wi t h  Ju s t i c e  Ch a n d r a c h u d ,  he  too k  gr e a t  pa i n s  to  



ve r i f y  the  pl e a d i n g s  an d  to  ins i s t  on  the  af f i d a v i t s  be i n g  pro p e r l y  dra f t e d .  

Ju s t i c e  Mo d y  wa s  ve r y  me t i c u l o u r  ab o u t  the  af f i r m a t i o n  cla u s e  an d  ins i s t e d  

on  pa r a w i s e  af f i r m a t i o n .  Ju s t i c e  Mo d y  be l i e v e d  in  ab s o l u t e  ce r t a i n t y  an d  

cla r i t y  of  ex p r e s s i o n s .  Hi s  Ju d g m e n t s  sp e a k  vo l u m e s  fo r  hi s  rem a r k a b l e  an d  

luc i d  st y l e  of  ap p l y i n g  the  pr i n c i p l e s  of  law  to  the  fa c t s  of  the  gi v e n  ca s e .  

W h e t h e r  it  wa s  a  ma t t e r  un d e r  the  Co n s t i t u t i o n a l  La w  or  the  Com m e r c i a l  

Law  or  the  La n d  Ac q u i s i t i o n  Ac t  or  the  Bom b a y  Te n a n c y  Ac t ,  Ju s t i c e  Mo d y ' s  

jud g m e n t s  be a r  th i s  sta m p  th r o u g h o u t .  Un f o r t u n a t e l y  at  the  en d  of  hi s  

ca r e e r  as  a  Ju d g e ,  hi s  ey e- si g h t  wa s  af f e c t e d  bu t  we  ha v e  se e n  tha t  de s p i t e  

th i s  ha n d i c a p ,  he  too k  gre a t  pa i n s  to  co n s c i e n t i o u s l y  di s c h a r g e  hi s  du t i e s  to  

the  sa t i s f a c t i o n  of  the  law y e r s  an d  the  lit i g a n t s .

Ju s t i c e  Mo d y  wa s  a  ma n  of  ma n y  pa r t s  an d  ve r y  ab l y  

di s c h a r g e d  the  on o r o u s  du t i e s  of  the  jud i c i a l  an d  ex t r a- jud i c i a l  na t u r e  as  a  

se n i o r  Ju d g e  of  th i s  Co u r t .  He  wa s  the  Pr e s i d e n t  of  the  W e l l i n g d o n  Sp o r t s  

Cl u b  fo r  a  ve r y  lon g  ten u r e  I  am  to l d  by  som e  of  the  mem b e r s  of  the  clu b  

tha t  du r i n g  hi s  ten u r e  as  the  Pr e s i d e n t ,  he  ma n a g e d  the  af f a i r s  of  the  clu b  

wi t h  the  sk i l l  of  an  ab l e  adm i n i s t r a t o r .

In  the  de a t h  of  Ju s t i c e  Mo d y  we  ha v e  los t  a  ve r y  hum a n e  pe r s o n  

wh o  ma d e  hi s  ma r k  no t  on l y  as  a  law y e r  an d  Ju d g e  bu t  in  al l  wa l k s  of  li f e.  

Ma y  I joi n t  My  Lo r d  the  Ch i e f  Ju s t i c e  in  pr a y i n g  to  the  Al m i g h t y  tha t  ma y  hi s  

So u l  re s t  in  et e r n a l  pe a c e .



MR. R. S. MORE,
GOVERNMENT  PLEADER

I  as s o c i a t e  my s e l f  wi t h  the  ric h  tr i b u t e s  pa i d  by  My  Lo r d ,  Ho n ' b l e  

Ch i e f    Ju s t i c e    an d    Le a r n e d    Ad v o c a t e  Ge n e r a l ,  to  the  me m o r y  of  La t e  

Mr.  N.  A.  Mo d y .

La t e  Ju s t i c e  Mo d y  ha d  a  br i l l i a n t  ac a d e m i c  ca r e e r ,  se v e r a l  ye a r s  

of  the  ba r  an d  a  va s t  jud i c i a l  ex p e r i e n c e ,  He  led  a  su c c e s s f u l  ye a r s  of  hi s  

lif e.

As  a  Ju d g e ,  he  ha d  alw a y s  be e n  co u r t e o u s  an d  ki n d  he a r t e d .  

He  wa s  a  me t i c u l o u r ,  pa i n s t a k i n g  Ju d g e  wi t h  a  ke e n  de s i r e  to  do  jus t i c e .  He  

po s s e s s e d  pr o f o u n d  kno w l e d g e  of  law,  pa t i e n c e  an d  qu i c k  gra s p  of  the  

ma t t e r .  W i t h  al l  the s e  qu a l i t i e s  in  ab u n d a n c e ,  he  di s c h a r g e d  hi s  du t i e s  to  

the  sa t i s f a c t i o n  of  al l.  Du r i n g  hi s  jud i c i a l  ca r e e r ,  he  sa t  on  Ap p e l l a t e  Si d e  fo r  

num b e r  of  ye a r s  an d  I ca n  sa y  wi t h  pr i d e ,  tha t  mem b e r s  we r e  ha p p y  an d  too  

ea g e r  to  wo r k  ou t  the i r  ma t t e r s  in  hi s  co u r t ,  as  he  ha d  be e n  ki n d  an d  

pa t i e n t .  Pe r s o n a l i t i e s  ne v e r  we i g h e d  wi t h  him.  At  the  sam e  tim e,  he  ne v e r  

po s s e s s e d  pr e c o n c e i v e d  no t i o n s  an d  vie w s .  He  re f l e c t e d  on  ef f o r t l e s s  se l f  

po s s e s s i o n  an d  se l f  co n t r o l  bu t  al s o  a  co o l  an d  co l l e c t e d  tem p e r a m e n t  of  an  

ide a l  jud g e .  Hi s  leg a l  ac u m a n  an d  jud i c i a l  ab i l i t i e s  we r e  of  hi g h  ord e r  

re f l e c t i n g  the  co n t r o l  loy a l t y  to  Ru l e  of  La w  an d  sp i r i t  of  jus t i c e .  Ev e r y b o d y  

cam e  ou t  of  hi s  Co u r t  wi t h  fu l l  sa t i s f a c t i o n  of   'jus t i c e '   in  the  ma t t e r .

Th e  ide a l  ke p t  by  him  be f o r e  him,  wh i l e  di s c h a r g i n g  du t i e s  wa s  

a  



gu i d e l i n e  fo r  hi s  ex e m p l a r y  jud i c i a l  ca r e e r  viz.,  “Do  no t  be  swa y e d  by  yo u r  

se a t ,  yo u r  se a t  of  jud i c i a l  po w e r”.

R i c h  an d  gl o w i n g  tri b u t e s  we r e  pa i d  by  the  leg a l  fra t e r n i t y ,  wh e n  

he  la i d  do w n  hi s  of f i c e  on  1-3-72  an d  the  sp e e c h  de l i v e r e d  by  him,  in  re p l y  

to  the  sa i d  fa r e w e l l ,  is  qu i t e  ins p i r i n g  an d  th r o w s  gre a t  lig h t  on  hi s  hi g h  

se n s e  of  de d i c a t i o n  an d  de v o t i o n  to  the  cau s e  of  jus t i c e .

La t e  Ju s t i c e  Mo d y  wa s  ve r y  hum a n e  an d  qu i t e  al i v e  to  the  

su f f e r i n g s  an d  mi s e r i e s  of  la r g e  num b e r  of  wo r k m e n ,  wh o  los e  the i r  job  an d  

ea r n i n g s ,  wh e n  the  com p a n y/ i n d u s t r i a l  es t a b l i s h m e n t  is  be i n g  wo u n d e d  up  

in  wi n d i n g  up  pr o c e e d i n g s .  It  wa s  La t e  Ju s t i c e  N.  A.  Mo d y  wh o  wa s  pi o n e e r  

in  fram i n g  a  Sc h e m e  wh e r e b y  the  un i t  ca n  be  re o r g a n i s e d  an d  the  wo r k m e n  

ca n  al s o  be  pro v i d e d  wi t h  the i r  job s .  Th e  sa i d  pa t t e r n  wa s  the r e a f t e r  

ev o l v e d  in  num b e r  of  com p a n i e s  wi t h  the  St a t e  as s i s t a n c e .

La t e  Ju s t i c e  N.  A.  Mo d y  ha d  a  hi g h  se n s e  of  du t y  an d  wo r k ,  

de s p i t e  fa i l i n g  he a l t h  an d  ey e  sig h t  of  on e  ey e;  du r i n g  las t  da y s  of  hi s  

ten u r e  as  a  Ju d g e ,  st i l l  he  co u l d  wo r k  up  lat e  ho u r s  an d  re a d  al l  the  pa p e r s .  

Be i n g  ve r y  me t i c u l o u s ,  pa i n s t a k i n g ,  we l l  ma n n e r e d ,  we r e  the  ba s i c  ten e t s  of  

hi s  lif e.

In  hi s  de a t h ,  Ba r  ha s  los t  a  va l u e d  fr i e n d ,  a  de v o t e d  an d  

de d i c a t e d  Ju d g e ;  wh o  po s s e s s e d  al l  th r o u g h o u t  hi s  lif e  a  hi g h  se n s e  of  

jus t i c e .

Ma y  we  pra y  to  Al l  Mi g h t y  Go d  tha t  hi s  So u l  ma y  res t  in  pe a c e .



MR. G. A. THAKKER,
ON BEHALF  OF BOMBAY  BAR  ASSOCIATION.

11-12-1984

Ma y  it  pl e a s e  Yo u r  Lo r d s h i p  an d  My  Lo r d  Mr.  Ju s t i c e  Ga d g i l .

O n  be h a l f  of  the  Ba r  As s o c i a t i o n ,  I  as s o c i a t e  my s e l f  wi t h  

wh a t e v e r  Yo u r   Lo r d s h i p  ha s  sa i d  ab o u t  La t e  Mr.  N.  A.  Mo d y .  W h e n  I joi n e d  

the  Ba r  in  194 3 ,  I  us e d  to  see  him  pr a c t i s i n g  on  the  Or i g i n a l  Si d e  of  the  

Bom b a y  Hi g h  co u r t .  I  ha d  the  pr i v i l e g e  to  kn o w  him  bo t h  as  an  Ad v o c a t e  as  

we l l  as  a  co l l e a g u e  at  the  Be n c h .  I  ha d  ap p e a r e d  wi t h  him  as  a  jun i o r .  I  ha d  

ap p e a r e d  ag a i n s t  him.  I ha d  ap p e a r e d  be f o r e  him  as  a  Ju d g e  an d  I ha d  al s o  

wo r k e d  al o n g  wi t h  him  as  a  co l l e a g u e  at  the  Be n c h .  As  a  mem b e r  of  the  Ba r  

I  ha d  no t i c e d  tha t  he  wa s  tho r o u g h  in  the  ma t t e r  in  wh i c h  he  ap p e a r e d .  He  

wa s  a  cl e v e r  cr o s s e x a m i n e r  an d  ma d e  se a r c h i n g  cro s s- ex a m i n a t i o n  of  the  

wi t n e s s .  He  ac q u i r e d  co n s i d e r a b l e  ex p e r i e n c e  in  the  com m e r c i a l  ma t t e r s  

an d  the  lan d  ac q u i s i t i o n  ma t t e r s  wh e n  he  ap p e a r e d  be f o r e  Mr.  Ju s t i c e  

Te n d o l k a r .  He  wa s  me t i c u l o u r  Ju d g e  an d  alw a y s  re q u i r e d  the  Ad v o c a t e  

ap p e a r i n g  be f o r e  him  to  be  we l l  pr e p a r e d .  W h e n  he  wa s  el e v a t e d  to  the  

Be n c h  he  ha d  a  luc r a t i v e  pr a c t i c e .  As  a  Ju d g e  I  fou n d  tha t  he  wa s  a  

co n s c i e n t i o u s  Ju d g e .  He  di s c h a r g e d  hi s  du t i e s  as  a  Ju d g e  to  the  

sa t i s f a c t i o n  of  al l.  W h e t h e r  a  jun i o r  ap p e a r e d  be f o r e  him  or  a  se n i o r  

ap p e a r e d  be f o r e  him,  ma d e  no  di f f e r e n c e  wh a t s o v e r .  He  bro u g h t  ab o u t  

se t t l e m e n t s  in  la r g e  num b e r  of  lan d  ac q u i s i t i o n  ma t t e r s  to  the  sa t i s f a c t i o n  of  



al l,  bo t h  the  Go v e r n m e n t  as  we l l  as  the  ci t i z e n .  He  ha d  a  ze a l  to  do  jus t i c e

 an d  sub s t a n t i a l  jus t i c e  wa s  do n e  to  the  sa t i s f a c t i o n  of  al l.  Hi s  pr i n c i p l e s  of  

law  wa s  ve r y  so u n d .

I,  on  be h a l f  of  the  Ba r  an d  on  my  be h a l f ,  co n v e y  my  sym p a t h i e s  

to  the  me m b e r s  of  the  be r e a v e d  fam i l y  an d  I  pr a y  to  the  Al m i g h t y  tha t  hi s  

so u l  ma y  res t  in  et e r n a l  pe a c e .





MR. S. B. NAIK
PRESIDENT

WESTERN  INDIA ADVOCATES'  ASSOCIATION.
11-12-1984

My  Lo r d s ,

O n  be h a l f  of  the  Ad v o c a t e s '  As s o c i a t i o n  of  W e s t e r n  Ind i a ,  I 

as s o c i a t e  my s e l f  wi t h  the  sen t i m e n t s  ex p r e s s e d  by  My  Lo r d  the  Ch i e f  

Ju s t i c e  an d  my  lea r n e d  fr i e n d s .

My  Lo r d s  Mr.  Ju s t i c e  Mo d y  wa s  the  Ju d g e  of  th i s  Ho n ' b l e  Co u r t  

fro m  195 7  to  197 2 .  Du r i n g  hi s  ten u r e  as  a  Ju d g e  of  th i s  Co u r t ,  we  ha d  a  

Ju d g e  wh o  wa s  com m i t t e d  to  the  ca u s e  of  jus t i c e .  In  hi s  Co u r t  ev e r y  law y e r  

ir r e s p e c t i v e  of  hi s  se n i o r i t y  at  Ba r  fou n d  him s e l f  com f o r t a b l e .  It  is  tru e  tha t  

tho s e  of  us  wh o  we r e  no t  re a d y  wi t h  the i r  ca s e s  we r e  re p r i m a n d e d  by  the  

Ju d g e  bu t  it  d i d  no t  af f e c t  the  ul t i m a t e  re s u l t  of  the  ca s e .  

Mr.  Ju s t i c e  Mo d y  su f f e r e d  from  se r i o u s  ey e  tro u b l e .  Bu t  in  sp i t e  

of  it,  he  co n t i n u e d  hi s  wo r k  in  us u a l  ma n n e r  an d  ne v e r  sh i r k e d  fro m  rea d i n g  

al l  the  pa p e r s  in  a  ca s e  be f o r e  him.  My  Lo r d s  in  the  de a t h  of  Mr.  Ju s t i c e  

Mo d y ,  we  ha v e  los t  a  ge n i a l  pe r s o n a l i t y .  My  Lo r d s  on  be h a l f  of  the  

Ad v o c a t e s '  As s o c i a t i o n  of  W e s t e r n  Ind i a ,  I  ex t e n d  ou r  con d o l e n c e s  to  the  

me m b e r s  of  the  be r e a v e d  fam i l y .



MR. J. P. THACKER
PRESIDENT

INCORPORATED  LAW SOCIETY
11-12-1984

My  Lo r d  the  Ho n ' b l e  Ch i e f  Ju s t i c e  an d  Mr.  Ju s t i c e  Ga d g i l ,

I  pa y  tri b u t e s  to  the  de p a r t e d  so u l  on  be h a l f  of  the  Bom b a y  

Inc o r p o r a t e d  Law  So c i e t y  an d  on  my  ow n  be h a l f .

In  the  sa d  dem i s e  of  Mr.  Ju s t i c e  N.  A.  Mo d y ,  we  wh o  kn o w  him  

clo s e l y  ha v e  los t  a  wa r m  fr i e n d  an d  an  ab l e  ad v i s e r .

A f t e r  a  la r g e  an d  luc r a t i v e  pr a c t i c e  at  the  Ba r,  he  cam e  to  ad o r n  

the  Be n c h  of  ou r  Hi g h  Co u r t .

A s  a  Ju d g e  he  saw  the  wh o l e  pi c t u r e  an d  wa s  ne v e r  gi v e n  to  

su p e r f i c i a l  jud g m e n t s  ei t h e r  on  ev e n t s  or  ind i v i d u a l s .  

He  too k  en d l e s s  tro u b l e  to  ge t  at  al l  the  re l e v a n t  fa c t s  of  a  

si t u a t i o n .  Hi s  ins i g h t  an d  jud g m e n t  we r e  as  ne a r  pe r f e c t  as  an y  hum a n  ca n  

ex p e c t .

He  ne v e r  sh i r k e d  is s u e s ,  an d  hi s  mi n d  re t a i n e d  its  an a l y t i c a l  

an d  cry s t a l  cl e a r n e s s  rig h t  up  to  the  tim e  the  las t  of  hi s  jud g m e n t  wa s  

de l i v e r e d .

He  al s o  saw  the  lig h t e r  si d e  of  ev e n t s ,  an d  tho u g h  fo r t h r i g h t  

alw a y s ,  he  wa s  ca p a b l e  of  ta k i n g  the  la r g e r  an d  mo r e  cha r i t a b l e  vie w  of  

ma n ' s  ac t i o n s .

No  jun i o r  wa s  at  a  di s a d v a n t a g e  in  hi s  cou r t .  He  tre a t e d  wi t h  

co u r t e s y  the  jun i o r s  an d  se n i o r s  al i k e .



Hi s  kn o w l e d g e  of  law  an d  pa r t i c u l a r l y  of  com m e r c i a l  law  wa s  

rem a r k a b l e .  He  wa s  fam i l i a r ,  no t  on l y  wi t h  law  bu t  wi t h  in t r i c a c i e s  of  

di f f e r e n t  tra d e s  an d  bu s i n e s s e s  of  th i s  me t r o p o l i t a n  ci t y.

H i s  en e r g y  an d  er u d i t i o n  we r e  en o r m o u s ,  ye t  he  ha d  the  

pr i c e l e s s  of  gi f t  of  be i n g  ab l e  to  ma k e  jun i o r  law y e r s  fee l  in  hi s  pr e s e n c e  

tha t  the y  we r e  cl e v e r  too.

He  un i t e d  a  sh a r p  ey e  an d  sh r e w d  mi n d  wi t h  un l i m i t e d  ki n d n e s s  

an d  a  de e p  hum i l i t y .

He  wa s  se l d o m  ov e r t u r n e d  by  the  Co u r t  of  Ap p e a l ,  an d  wh e n  so  

ov e r t u r n e d ,  the  Su p r e m e  Co u r t  re s t o r e d  hi s  jud g m e n t s .

I re s p e c t f u l l y  joi n  yo u r  Lo r d s h i p  an d  my  co l l e a g u e s  in  the  pr a y e r  

tha t  the  sou l  of  Mr.   Ju s t i c e  N.  A.  Mo d y  ma y  res t  is  et e r n a l  pe a c e ,  an d  hi s  

ab i d i n g  me m o r i e s  ma y  liv e  fo r  lon g .


