
REFERENCE MADE BY' THE HONBLE MR. D.P. SINGH, cHIEF JUSTlCE~
,IDGH COURT OF JUDlCATIIRE AT BOMBAY. TO LATE MR. BA-1GR'AYAR
B. LE1'I'TIN. FORMER JUDGE OF TIlE BOMBAYIDGH COmITo ON WEDNESDAY,

, 26THAPRIL 2000. '

~Iy learned brother Justice NJ Pandya, ~1r. Gulam Vahan.ati. .-\dvocate-General,

~1r. ~LS- Sangha>i, President of the Bombay Bar Asso~ Mr. V~1,.-Gar.gal. President of..

.1,.~ocates'_\ssociarion of Western I~ and also representing the Bar Ccuaci! of :\[aharashtra &

C:Ua,~[r. X.S. Biutt, President of Bomba! Inccrpccted Law Society. ~fembefsof t!'£B~, ladies :mc

Gentlemen,

We have;ass~bled to mourn the sad demise ofbte-ju~ri~e B:akht:lV21'~tin, who

!efr fro: his hea.en~ .:tbode on SatUrday, 22::.!,~prii 2()()j).

Justice Leatin was born on 25.;' iui, 1917. He had his e:u:i1ereducation in

S~, ~.h!"';'3H:g~ :'.:::cc! .1:'.ciS:. ~~',-id3 Hi.,;' S..::h00i.Bombay- :mJ cvHege eGUC:lOonm 51 :\2,,-ids

. Coiie~ lnd Go\-e:-nmem La",- College. Bomoa\', He "":1"cailed ro the Bar 0.lidCie Ter:-.pie. London}

on 2()';' ianu::r-: 1')')1), ;mJ ;;~eJ thc Run of Barnsters of rn.- High (fJurt 'J! Ju~ti!.:c:,f..:ing's B;:m:h

Di\i"jun. 'HI :::-", ,!anua.!'. j '.151), .\{lc:r !.:umpJ;:ung !u~ ;:Jucniun ht: rt:iurncJ tu lllJlllua~ :unl joincd lht:

,:h;imc~~:, ':t' !...i;~.n::1n-..'flcJ cD"mnal1:.-;;,;::-. \;:-, f-:_.'., ~:,;;;-';t:t:. : k 'w:;.;,:"r,,::':J ,i:,..n '..ft-, 'C.lte ,)n ::::-.:

.\!:m.:~ 1,)~:: ;n d'..;,s~'Lgj (":'\l!""",p,.;c,,:;cd :n C';~l d Crm"'.i..aJ i71.m:ef5,,11 lilt; Ungmai Side and

~:~ci],;.;r.: ;:i.i.: .;:- ,h:,; H.igh i~ou~\r,~d ~')c Cir-~C'::j J:1J ::c"s:n~:: (!:,,;,~- B,::'~b~;' BC:"J,T":1 1'1(;') :lr-.J". " ~.. ..'",' '~~ ') '-' e " ". lJ"oJ~",,-, -, ,I... " p,"~-,~" <;c k"-~ ' 0 " ( .~",.." g ,,-h",. w.. "'",'
" "",~ -..,' ~'t' 'HI ~..~ . .~"'/". 'J' w,~ . , """""f>" "~"'~"'. ..~..,~,' "'w"," ..~ --

:lppOlntcd l5 J .Judge 'll the Go' Civil & Sessions Court. Bomb:1':, on_~""! ~brch 1%:'- :1!1(.!:1~

_.\..Jt.E~~!'.:!lP:!:1Cp2! Judge or th:1t Coure on 16° .\pd 1'ro,

justlce Lentin was elevated' as an .-\dditionaI Judge of this' Court on 28'1'Much

1973 and as Perman~!ludge onP'" Much 1975. Justice LentinretUedon 25doJr1Y.1989.

justice Lentin, a very, gentle and atlecnort:lte person, :J.!W:1"'~maintained 'cordial

n:iariuns ,~;th his coiie:J.gUCs :md members o! the the. He ...'ill be remembered as a fearless, yet kind-

hearted Judge. He was :1source or encouragement and inspiration ro [he younger members of the

Bar appearing before hi.in. During his tenure: a~ a JuJge, Justice: Lentin rendered ~e:verallandmark

iudgm~ts, '.+.ich reflect, hi:; deep knowledgo::of 12""$and erudition. In january 1')86, ju£ticc Lentin

was appointed by the Government of :\faharashtra to head the One ~fan Commission of Inquiry into

drug rcia.cd deat.'1s~nj.J. Hospital. Ju.st1ceLcntin had a strong sense of social justice and ,:;Jwayswent

out of his way to heip the less privileged.
\

'In October 1986 he represented India at the Forum of Judges at Islamabad and

presented a paper on Intellectual Property.

,\iter retirement, Justice lentin continued his contribution to the legal profession;'

he had hi!>0""0 Ch~mber practic~. co~~ining himsetf to holding conference!>,giving Opinions and. ~' ~,



acting as _-\.rbitrator, Justice Lenan held several irnporranr positions and was also recipient or ma.'1Y

coveted Awards, Some of them are: (1)Jhulelal Awa d (Inremational Sind.l.jPanchayats Federation)

"in sincere appreciation-and recogr...itionof dis~""guishedservice, loyalty and devotion to the-cocntr'j

and comrnumty:-(2)_ZJ1rr..astri"n Unity Worldwide, The World Zoroastrian OcgJl.11isation.,Bombay;

(3) "Champion of Human Rights" from Rowy Club of Bombay Hills Sout.~ (Rota.."'YInternational)

(4) Lifeti.'11e .\chievernent .\ward "for outstanding contr:ibution to' society through vocational..
excellence in Law and Judi~ary" from Rotary Club of Bombay ~ier and (5) Citizen of BombaL .\ward

"With sincere and deep appreciation for exceptional and devoted services in upholding !hi hIghest

principles of justice in ,he city uf Bumby" from Roue; Club of Bombay.

Justice Lentin will be remembered as an outst2i1ding Judgi, keen to do justice,'

conscio~s of the prevalent ;~ inequities, and ~ all a genttett'i:in"parexcellence, ready to extend

a helping hand to an who needed hIShelp. Such a person, firm yet kind, iearneciyet t1Umbie,stern yet

attccricnatc, will be. ITussed bv :ill those ':I.'hi}C:L-nein contact ",-ith hi..!11. He represented the high

,'::.lues and possessed :ill the '~ualiD.e~that make an emment Judge. He is no more \1,ith us, but v;e snail

ror ail cimes cememhef n:m as un:: T:10 br",ughr g!OIT. ;llimirarion ana respect ro tne :cgai :ratcr.-'j" in

ger1c!:lI. :l!1t! 0.:: ;ucc:!..!,- in p:lnicwar.

Ler u~, !..~eref<.m',L'a' (,ur (e'~Clful ih)n1.l~e tv U1LJeD;;.rt;;J .;uul anJ po::v th,,: hi"

i',U! ffiJ" ~e>; m pt:;!(t:

c;; :;:;c ;',c.:..:~;:,::::i::', c:: :-:::--,:;.l:'-::' ::-:: -~~~c~~~,~ -:~)!!::;:.;.:::':, "r1 :-:-'~11"::hd::lIE :l::d

'-':: behalt -H' .ill 'of ';0U .l..<semt.:.cc here, i c:;n';c'; :)ur ~ea:+.:ei: cur:~Gi::::::es :() !..~:: rremDe~ ",;' t.~c

bereT:~ :'arT'~~ :i::;.l ::: p:lr:lC.ii:r: :c- r,i, -r". Db,"::.. ciaughrer Bance a::': :-":5oC:1,::J.!TIshed,'.,-ho :s

p!":lc!mng b':.-;-cr at Ln.J~Court.. \'b\' the .\lrnigh') ",'1,.-ethem SITCngdl :0 bea;- l.hi~bn:;!: Ie".

Mq hiJ soulr?St in etmtaf ptaa,
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