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REFERENCE

to
KARL J KHANDALAVALA

, (January23, 1996)

We meet this rnorring to pay tribute to a man who may be described

as a man for all seasons: Mr Karl Khandalavala ~I ,indeed, an

outstanding lawyer but this was but a small facet of a towering
c, '.

personality. To most ofu'sin the legal prifession where we confine
.. .. ..- "I'

ourselvesto the narrow and, sometimes, stifling world of the law, he

stands ou.!as a steriingexamplELot ~t1at thecomplefe-man shQul~
'",.,¥' .. ,,-.." 'c' --':"-'("'"'" ,,'-,,-,

andought to be. In that sense he was truly a renaissance man: there

was little that did not catch his interest, and he excelled in what

,interested him.

During the Second World'War he was an airman with the R.A.F. until
- .

(theLancaster in which he flew crashed into the sea. he returned to

Ie Bar to accept the post of Judicial Magistrate; an<;jwith the

stablishment of the City Civil Court he formed, together with

Honavar,J C Boat and Shelat (the last was aestifled-for the Supreme

~ourt)a glorious quartet: they made that court the equal of, if :not
," "

:uperior to most HWh Courtsi .' '. ix.-" "c:'-c.~;<"-'CC_;, '" ,""--" r~'f';""
~~~~~3~;~¥#~~!'F' " ~:,'~~' '- - ,>: '-- ,~~ :~~~~~~~--::~~~ ~

hen Mr Khandalavala resigned he returned to criminal practice of

rhich he would come to be considered one- of the foremost

ractitioners,first as a defence counsel and then as chief prosecuting

funsel for Customs, FERA and other fiscal offences. His legal

cumenwas acknowledged when he was asked to assist the J C .
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Shah Commission, a duty he discharged with great ability and total

dedication.

So much for the law: I believe Mr Khandala'laJa wouJd himself have
- ,. "'-"---' -

Hkedto consider that part of his life ephemeral ~hencompared with

his abiding contribution to the world of art. Considered one of the

for.emostauthorities on Indian art, particula~lyubreAzes,he played a

key role in developingthe collectionsof the NationalMuseum,Delhi, --

and the Lalit Kala Akademi of which he was Chairman and Fellow;

~ndwas Hon Editor ofttspublications on Indianart fQf:~over3S-years.
, , - ' , --.~c-=:~;-~:"_-, ~ c,

He authored innumerable publications on art: but the most

memorable must surely be the monumental "Pahari Painting". And

the most inspiring, his discovery of the talent of the now legendary

.Amrita Shergill on whom he wrote a monogFaph. In addition, Mr

Khandalavala was an archeologist of repute and a photographer of

linternational renown (to my embarrassment, when I was proudly

displaying some amate~\rishportraits I had done and i was asked to
I;

show them to Karl, I had ignorantly enquired::- ~Why" is he also

knowledgeableabout photography?").
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continents the famous 'C1ndinvaluable Nataraj that was smuggled out

l

ofthe country: it was entirely due to his efforts l'1at it was traced to the

Norton Simon Collection and a settlement reached for its eventual

returnto India.
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His greatest testimonial is the Prince of Wales Museum of which he'

was the Chairman for 35 years: to the Museumhe gifted his priceless
,---", I

collection of Indian art which any museum in the world would be proud

to possess. '---"-

And amidst so much Karl Khandalavala could find time to be a superb

cook and a most innovative gardener: on a personal level I have lost
-- '.'_','H' -

a friend whose un~unded hospitality I h~ve enjoyed in his gracious
,- '--:-?

homes in Pone and Mahableshwar.
--,-, ",-,_.,
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The Bar, and paricularly the Bombay Bar Association, of which he was

a distinguished member, shall remember him not only with pride but

with the greatest warmtrl and affection.
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