
REFERENCEMABKBY THE HON!BLE MR. YX:. SABHMtWAL,
CHIEF JUSTICE,IDGH--COtJRT OF JUDIGATURE AT/BOMBAY, TO
LATE MR. RAJARAM SAKHARAM BHONSALE, ON WEDNESDAY,
THE 16rd]UNEi'W. ' ,

-------------------------------------------

l\1y ieamed brother Justice Ghodeswar, IvIr. CJ.
.

Sawant, Advo~te-General, l\tIr. V.A. Ganga! on behalf of the Bar,
.".

Council of Maharashtra and Goa, 1VIr.1.11. Chagla, President of the
, , .

Bombay Bar Association, 111".Dilip Bhosale," President of' "the

Advocates' Association of \Vestern India, l\tIr. P.A. Jani, Hon.

SecretarY of the Bombay Incomorated Law SaGen', Ladies andJ . oJ ' J. J

Gentlemen,

\Ve have asSt~mbled here to mourn the sad demise of '

j"t-D 1\J... 1<':l;':lr:lm S"" kh'" "'~ am ~}-.onlS"l e wh' u~ rux eur.1 r..-V1\,{"v 1~ 19C)t)
.la\.~ ,U.L..L. ~'~J~'_h '..<A- LU. Llii UJ." vu .UZo"": ~~. -, - -,

during the sum..-ner \~acation after a brief illnessl .':LvIr.Ra;aram'-' ' .

Bhonsa1€,-WaS.a"leadingand~espec~l>l~!p-~beto ~~~~ar. ""----

l\'lr. Bhonsale, popularly known as Raja Bhunsale, was

born on 30th January 1931. He had very good academic

ae-L3.inmentsto his credit. After a~ning' Law Degree from rune

University in L~eyear 1954, he went to London for further studies

and was called to Bar from Lincon's Inn in 1960. He also obtained



. .:

I Diploma in International Affairs from London Universiiy in the

year 1959 and Degree of MX.(Economics) in the~year:1961. On

retuming~to-Inclia;-he-stu-tec:l practice in ,t.~e High-COllrL in-1962~

Mr. Bhonsale had also academic bent of mind. He was a Professor

of International Law
..

and Dean of the Facu11i" of Law in the

University of Bombay from 1971 to 1974. Mr. Bhonsale was
.._~- -...

'-~"~ ..

Member of the Bar Council of ~faharashtra from 1%9 to 1977

and also its Vice:Chairman for a year. NIr. Bhonsaie was President

of the \Vestem India .Adyocates'Association in the, year 1979.

I-Ie was appointed Assistant Government Pieader and Public

P . .. ()""" J' . 1,-, . P. 1

rosecutor In 1:'0/ ana \vas then appO1rltea ~overnment - leader
II
\'
I',
'; in Tuly 1976 and was Ad\-ocare-General of the Starc..from 1978 to

J .I

December 1979.

-~honsalewas elevated. as a-judge'-of;this Court in:.iL:"

December 1979. However, in Deeember 1981, he resignecL~and

reverted to the Bar. He was a brilliant student with an exc~t

academic career, a leading lawyer and an illustrious' Judge. Duritlg

his short tenure as a Judge, :Mr.Bhonsale rendered several landmark

judgments.
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Mr. Bhensale was generous, jovial and ,modest. He

alw~ys ma1flta1ne.ctcord1~1relations with his colleagues., Besides a

leading.Advocate MY" Rhon&1le_Wa.'LalsO. rlose!v associated with
"-' , J

several educational and social institutions. He was founder of a

Law College. . That College, within the jurisdiction of Shivaji--

University, I am told, came first as the result of II and III Year
"._.n

- .

LL.B. Course in the year 1993-94 were lOO~/o. '

.

ivf1":-Bhonsa:lewas-not keeping-good health for thelast

coupie of years No'.v rhat..he.hasJeft us. fO1~-a_place"from where no

t1:a\-ellerreturns, let us pray that his soul is freed from the bond of

CI~J... ~-r~H J...~~ Mml ~.. ..J ; £> ,.1 r.{: J...~...h..;n;,., t- m " r1,., ", £'"..-"""..- -1="...,,4ii~~U. in ', iU~ ~VUi. aL Lin... '-'

1

1'-'
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Vi ill':> U.1...LU...Lau~ i H_"UU""U~ ~U.1.~~.1., UUU
. I

{
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an en~rlasting abode of peace.,

_.'"

I .

On behalf of myseJ..f,Justic~ ~ar. and ~. ~y_.~. u

heart£eltcondolences to the..memher:s oLthe hcre.1.ved.family and in

particular to his '.,,-ife,Nfrs.Vijaymala Bhonsale, who is a membero~

the Bar.

\


