
, MINISTRYOFLAW,JUSTICEANDCOMPANYAFFAIRS

(LEGISLATIVEDEPARTMENT)

New Delhi"the 25th March 1974/Chaitra 4,1896 (Saka).

The following Act of Parliament received the assent of the' President on the 23rd
March 1974 and hereby published for general information:-

THE WATER(pREVENTION ANDCONTROL OF POLLUTION)

ACT,1974
ActNo.6 of 1974

(23rd March 1974)

As amended by Act No. 44 of 1978 (1-6-1981)*@

As amended by Act No.53 Of1988 (11-08-1989}**@@

An Act to provide for the prevention and control o( water pollution and tbe maintaining
or restoring of wholesomeness of water".for,the establishment, with a view to carrying
out the purposes af~re~~ld, of Boards for tbe prevention and control of water pollu-
tion, for c:onferring on and assigning to suc:h Boards powers and functions relating
thereto and Cor mattersc:onnected therewith. '

WHEREAS it is expendient to provide for the prevention and control of water pollu-
tion,and the maintaining or restoring of wholesomeness of water, for the establishment.
with a view to carrying out the purpose aforesaid. of Boards for the prevention and
control of water pollution and for conferring on and assigning to such Boards powers
and functions relating ,thereto;

AND WHEREAS Parliament has no power to make laws for the States with respect to
any of the matters aforesaid except as provided in articles 249 and 250 of the Constitution;

AND WHEREAS in pursuance of clause (1) of article 252 of the Constitution
resolutions have been passed by all the Houses of the Legislatures of the States of
Assam,Bihar.Gujrat,Haryana, Himachal Pradesh,Jammu and Kashmir,Karnataka,Kerala,
Madhya' Pradesh, Rajasthan, Tripuraand West Bengal to the, effect that the matters
aforesaid should be regulated in those States by Parliament by law;

BE it enacted by Parliament in the Twenty-fifth' Year of the Republic of India as
follows :-

CHAPTER I.

PRELIMINARY.

1. (1) This Act may be called the Water (Prev~ntion and Control of Pollution) Shorttitle.
Act 1974. application

, " and
, (2) It applies in the first instance to the whole of the States of Assam, Bihar, comm,ence-

Gujrat, Haryanai Himachal Pradesh. Jammu and Kashmir. Kamataka, Keralil',Madhya menl.~
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Tripura and West Bengal and the Union Territories: and it shall
apply to such other State @ which adopts this Act by resolution passed in that behalf
under clause (I) of artic1e252 of the Constitution.

* Sectionlof ActNo.44 of 1978readsas follows:-
"I. (l) This Acl may be called the Water (Preventionand Control of Pollution)AmendmenlACI,Short title.

1978. ' '.- , application
, , " and

,.(2) It applies. in',the first instance, 10 the whole of the State of Assam. Haryana and West Bengal and commence-
IIw Union lerrito{ies ;, and it shall apply to such other State which adopts this Act by resolution passed men!.
in that behalf under clause (I) of article 252 of the Constitution read with clause (2) thereof.
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(3) It shall come into force, at once in the States of Assam, Bihar, Gujrat, Har)lima;
Himachal Pradesh, Jammu and kashmir, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh; ktlja!lthafi;
Tripura and West Bengal and in the Union territories and In afld tlthtr 8tatei which
adopts this Act underclause (1)of article 252 of the ConsitihttiOtion the datI:!tif such
adoption, and any reference in this Act to th~ commentement of this Ad shall irl rela-
tion to any State or Union teritory, mean th~da~ on which this comes frltoforce in such.
State or Union territory.

, 2. In this Act, unless the conteltt ()therwise requires,-

(a) "Board" means the Centr,al Board or a State Board;

2[(b) "Central Board" means the Central PoUutioit ~tihUui "oard constituted un-
der section 3 ;]

(c) "Member" means a member of a Board and includes the Chairman thereof I

3[(d) "occupier", in r:elation to any factory or premises, ltIt!iUisthe pefsbn who
has control over the affairs of the factory or the premises, and includes, in relation to
any substance, the person in possession of Ute substance ;]

(dd) "outlet" includes any conduit pipe or channel, open at elbsetli elirryirlg
sewage or trade effluent or any other holdina arfllDgentetttwlUchcauses; dr is likely
to cause, pollution;

(e) "pollution" means such contamination gf waU~ttlf~Uch i11~ffidth:,"of the
physical,chemicalor biologicalpropertiesof waterot suchdischargetif any sewag~
or trade effluent or of any .other liquid. aaseouflor solid lI~b5tanceinto water (whether

(3) It shall come into force, at once in the.States of Assam, Haryana and West Bengal and the Union
Territories, and in any other State which adopts this Act under cIaulle (1) tlf article 252 of the Constitu-

tion read with clause (2) thereof on the date of such adgptioll altd any riletence III section 22 of this Ad

to the commencement of this Act shall, in relatIon to any State 4r union territory, mean the date on
which this A~t comes into force in such State or Union territory:'

@ The Maharashtra Legislative Council and the Maharashtra Legislative Assembly, by Resolutiotis
passed on the 20th April 1981 and 23rd April 1981. respe~tively, have adopted the Water (Prevention
and Control of Pollution) Act. 1974 (Act No.6 of 1974) and tile Watet (Prevention and Control of
Pollution) (Amendment) Act, 1978 (Act No. « of 1'19), enacted by Parliament, in pursuance of the
provisions of clause (1) of article 252 of the Constitution of India read with Clause (2) thereof; with
effect from the 1st June 1981, for the purposes of appli~atiolt of the said Acts to the Stilte of Maharashtra
and of coming into force of the said Acts in thC\State of Maharashtta.

**S~tion I of Act 53 of 1988 reads as follows t'-'

"I (J) This Act m~y be ~alled the Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Amendment
Act, 1988.

(2) It applies, in the first instance, to the whole of the Stutts tif Himaehal Pradesh and Triputa
and the Union territories; and it shall aPPlYhi suchother State which adopts this 'Ad by resolution
passed in that behalf under, ~3E (i> of article 252 of the Constitution read ~ith clause (2) thereof.

(3) ~ ~tjn dime into force, at once in the States of Himachal Pradesh and Tripura and the Union
territories, and in any other State which adopts this Act under clause (I) of article 232 of the
Constitution read with clause (2) thereof on tile date bf such adoption.

@@ Thi Mahiifiishtra Legislative CoUhcil and the Mahatasliira Legislative Assembly. by Resolutions
pa!lstd 911the 3h1 August 1989 iihd 7th August 1989; tespe£tIYely. have adopted the Water (Prevention
IInti Cbl1trol of PuilUtlon) (Amendment) Act, 1988 (Act No. 53 of 1988), enacted by Parliament, in
ptll"s1l4nCl!5t the provisions of clause (Ii of article 252 of the Constitution of India read with clause (2)
thereof, with effect from the lith August 1988; fot the purposes of application of the said Act to the
State of Mahaht~htfa and of coUting into force of the said Act in the State of Maharashtra (Published in
M.G. b. Pan IV-A, Extraordinary. dated 30-11-1.989 page 1480).
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directly or indirectly) as may, or is likely to, create a nuisance or render such water
harmful or injurious to public health or safety, or to domestic, commercial, industrial,
agricultural or other legitimate uses, or to the life and health of anim;alsOrplants or
of aquaticorganisms; .

(f) "prescribed" means prescribed by rules made under this Act by the Central
.Government or, as the case may be, the State Government;

(g) "Sewage effluent" means effluent from any sewerage system or sewage
disposal works and includes sullage from open drains;

(gg) "sewer" means any conduit pipe or channel, open or closed, carrying sewage
or trade effluent;

4[(h) State Board" means a State Pollution Control Board constituted under
I '~sectioh4 ;] "

'(i) "Stat~ Government" in relation to a Union territory means the Administrator

there~f apponte,dunder article 239 of the Constitution; .

(j) <'..stream"includes-
.', ",' . ',',i .", '

-' f
(i) river;

(ii) watercourse (whether flowing or for the time being dry) ;
.,(-. . "

; ~r( ,

(iii) inland water (whether natural or artificial) ;

.~" Iiv) sub-terranean waters;

~ (,v)'"seaor tidal waters to such extent or, as the case may be, to such point as
.the State Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, specify in this

"; behalf. '

. (k) ..Trade effluent" includes any liquid, gaseous or solid substance which is
discharged from any premises used for carrying on any 5[industry, operation or
proces~, 9r treatment and disposal system], other than domestic sewage.

':Ii' ~,Maharashtra Legisla,tive Council and the Maharashtra Legislative Assembly. by Resolu~ions passed
. on ,the .20thApril 1981 and 23rd April 1981. respectively, have adopted the watedPreventionand
,Contrpt' of'~oll\ltion) Act, 1974 (Act No, 6 of 1974), enacted by Parliament, in pursuance of the
,provisions.of clause (l) of article 252 of the Constitution of India read with clause (2) thereof. with

.,effecrft6m, the.lst'i!une 1981, for the purposes of application of the said Act, to the State of Maharashtra
and Of coming iiiti)lforce of the said Act. in the State of Maharashtra.'..~' " iJ, .
2Clause (b) was. substituted by Act No. 53 of 1988. s. 2 (a).
3Clause'(d) wassupstiiuted, ibid. s. 2 (b).
. Clause (!J) was spbstituted, ibid.. s. 2 (c).

5These words were substituted for the words "trade or industry". ibid.. s. 2 (d).
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CHAPI'ER n

THE CENTRAL AND STATE BOARDS FOR PREVENTION

AND CONTROL OF WATER POLLUTION.

Constitution 3. (1),lhe CentralGovernmentshall,witheffectfromsuchdate(beingadatenotlater
of Centralthan six months of the commencement of this Act in the States of Assam, Bihar, Gujarat,

Board.Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan, Tripura and West Bengal and in the Union territories) as it may, by notification in '

the Official Gazette. appoint, constitute a Central Board to be called the '[Central Pollution
Control Board] to exercise the powers conferred on and perform the functions assigned to
that Board Qnder this Act.

(2) The Central Board shall consist of the following members; namely :-

. (a) a full-timechairman,being a personhavingspecialknowledgeor practicalexperience
in respect of 2[matters relating to environmental protection] or a person having knowledge
and experience in administering institutions dealing with the matters aforesaid, to be nominated
by the Central Government; .

(b) 3[such number of officials, not exceeding five] to be nominated by the Central
Governmentto representthatGovernment; .

(c) such number of persons, not exceeding five, to be nominated by the Central
Government, from amongst the members of the State Boards, of whom not exceeding two
shallbefromthosereferredto in clause(c) of sulJ..section(2) of section4; .

(d) 4[such number of non-officials, not exceeding three] to be nominated by the Central
Government to represent the interests of agriculture, fishery or industry or trade or any other
interest which, in the opinion of the Central Government, ought to be represented;

(e) two persons to represent the companies or corporations owned, controlled or managed
by the Central Government to be nominated by that Government.;

S[(f) a full-time member-secretary,possessing qualifications,knowledge and experience
of scientific, engineering or management aspects or pollution control, to be appointed by the
CentralGovernment] ...

(3) The Central Board shall be a body corporate with the name aforesaid having perpetual
succession and a common seal with power subject to the provisions of this Act, to acquire, hold
and dispose of property and to contract, and may, by the aforesaid name, sue or be sued.

Constitution§4. (1) The State Government shall, with effect from such date 6* * * as it may, by

o~:;:~~ notification in the OfficialGaz~tte. ~ppoint, ~onsti~ute a 7[Stat~Pollution Copfrol Board].
. under such name as may be specIfied 10the notIfication, to exercIse the powers' conferred on

and perform the functions assigned to that Board under this. Act .

I These words were substituted for the words" Centra! Board for the Prevention and Control of Water-
Pollution" by Au No. 53 of 1988, s. 3(a).

2 These words were substituted for the words" matters relating to the use and conservationof water
resources or the prevention and control of water pollution." by Act No. 44 of 1978. s. 3(a).

J These words were "Substituted for the words" five officials ", ibid., s. 3(b). .'
4 These words were substituted for the words" Three non-officials ", ibid., s. 3(c).
S Clause if) was s\lbstituted by Act. No. 53 of 1988, s. 3 (b).
§ Section 22 of the Act No. 44 of 1978, reads as follows :-

"22. Validatioll.-Notwithstanding anything contanied in section 4 of the principal Act. as it stood
immediately before the commencement of this Act every State Board for the prevention and control
of water pollution constituted under that section after the expiry of a period of six months of the
commencement of the principal Act in the State concerned, shall be deemed to have been validly
constituted and accordingly anything done or any action taken by such Board before the commencement
of this Act shall be deemed to have been validly done or taken and no such thing or action shall be called
in question in any court merely on the ground that such State Board was constituted after the expiry of
the period specified therefor under the said section 4". ..The brack.ets and words" (being a date not later than six months of the commencement of this 'Act in

the State) .. were deleted by Act No. 44 of. 1978, s. 4 (a).
J These words were substituted for the words "State Board" by Act No. 53 of 1988, s. 4 (a).
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~f'2JA State Board shall consist of the following members, namely :-
r (a) 1* * * a Chairman,beinga personhavingspecialknowledge,practicalexperience
in res~t of 2[mattersrelating to eitVironmentalprotection]or a person havingknowledge
and experience in administering institutions deating with the matters aforeSaid, to be
nominated by the State Government:

3[Provided that the Chairman may be either whole time or part-time as the State
Governmentmay thinkfit ;]

(b) 4[Such number of officials, not exceeding five] to be nominated by the Stite
Government to represent that Government;

. (c) S[suchnum~r of persons,.not exceeding five] to be nominated by the State
Govermtl<?ntfrom amongst the members of the local authorities functioning within the State ;

(d) '[such number of non -officials, not exceeding three] to be nominated by the State
Government to represent the interests of agriculture, fishery or indU$try or trade or any

other interest which; in the opinion of the State Governm~nt, ought to be represented; .

(e) two persons to represent the companies or corporations owned, controlled or
managed by the Sta.teGovernment, to be nominated by that Governinent ;

7[(1) a full-timemember-secretary,possessingqualifications,knowledgeandexperience
of scientific, engineering or management aspects of pollution control to be appointed by
theStateGdvernment.l ..

(3) Every State Board shall be a body corporate with the name specified by the State
Government in the notification under sub-section (1), having perpetu,al succession and a
common seal with power, subject to the provisions of this Act, to acquire, hold and dispose
of property and to contract, and may, by the said name, sue Of be sued,

(4) Notwithstanding anything contained in this section, no State Board shall be
cofistituted for a Union territory and in relation to a Union territory, the Central Board shall
exercise the pOwers and perform the functions of a State Board for that,Union territory :

',Provided that in relation to any Union tenitory, the Central Board may delegate all or any
of its powers and functions under this sub-section to such person or body of persons as the
CentralGovernmentmay specify, .' .

. , S. (1) Save as otherwise provided by or under this Act, a member of a Board, other term~and
than a Member Secretary shall hold office for a term of three years from the date of his conditi?ns
nomination: . . of servIce

. . . of

Provjdedthat a member shall, notwithstanding the expiration of his term, continue to holdm",mbers.
ofrtCeiuntilhissuccessorentersuponhisoffice. .

8 [(2)The term of office of a member of a Board nominated under clause (blor clause (e)
oflSuh-.section (2) of section 3 or clause (b) or clause (e) of sub-section (2) of section .4shall
cometnan end as soon as he ceases to hold the office under the Central Government or the
State Governme~t or, as the case may be, the company or corporation owned, cdntrolled or
managed by the Central Government or the State Government, by virtue of w~ich he was
nominated.] . . .

"'ft~ The words "fuIJ-time" were deleted, by Act No. 44 of 1978, s. 4{b}(i)(/}.
2 These words were substituted for the words "matters relating to the use and conservatipn. of .Water

res~r~ or t~{lrevention and control of water pollution", ibid., s. 4(b}(i}(2). .
3 Su6stituted, ibid.. s. 4(b)(i)(3}.
. These. words were substituted for the words "five officials", ibid., s. 4(b}(ii}.

, TIte.S;words were s!lbstituted for the words "five persons", ibid., s. 4{b}(iii}.
"Thesewords were ;ubstituted for the words" three non-officials ", ibid., s. 4(b)(iv).

f ~ i:;1~use(f) was substitUiedby Act, 53 of 1988. s. 4 (b).
8 This sub-section was inserted by Acl No. 44 of 1978, s. 5«(/}.

(J) 199-2
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(3) The Central Government or, as the case may be, the State Government may, if it thinks
fit, remove any member of a Board before the expiry of his term of office, after giving him a
reasonableopportunityof showingcauseag'aifistthe same. .

(4) A member of a Board, other than the member-secretary, may at any time resign his
officeby writingunderhis handaddressed- .

(a) in thecase of the Chairman, to the Central Government or, as the case may be, the' I

State Governmenf;and" 1
(b) in any other case, to the Chairman of the Board; and the seat of the Chairman .

or such other member shall there~pon become vacant. .
(5) A member pf a Board, other than the member-secretary, shall be deemed to have

vacated his seat if he is absent without reason, sufficient in the opinion of the Board, from
three consecutive meetings of the Board "[or where he is nominated under clause (c) or
clause (e) of sub-section (2) of section 3 or under clause (c) or clause (e) of sub-section (2)
of sectio" 4, if he ceases to be a memberof the State Board or of the localauthority or, as the
case may be, of the company or corporation owned, controlled or managed by the Central
Government or the State Government and,such vacation of seat, shall, in either .case, take
effect from suchdate as theCentral Governmentor, as thecase maybe, the StateGovernment
may,by notification in th~Official Gazette, specify.]

(6) A casual vacancy in a Boar~shall bs filled by a fresh nomination and the person
nominatedto fill the vacancyshall holdoffice only for the remainderof the term for whichthe
memberin whoseplacehewasnominated. -

(7) A member of a BOOrd2[shall be eligible for renomination].
(8) Theothertel1J1sand conditionsof serviceof a memberof a Board,other than Chairman

and Member Secretary,shall be such as may be prescribed.
(9) The other terms and conditions of service of the Chairman shall be such as may be

prescribed.
Disqufilifi-6. (1) Nopersonshallbea memberof a Board,who-cations. . . .. .

(a) IS,or at any time .hasbeen adjudgedmsolvent or has suspended payment of his
debts or has compounded with his creditors. or .

(b) is of unsound mind and stands so declared by a competent court, or

(c) is, or has been convicted of an offence which, in the opinion of the Central
Government or, as the case may be, of the State Government, involves moral turpitude, or

(d) is, or at any time has been convicted of an offence under this Act, or

(e) has directly or indirectly by himselforby any partner, any share or interest in any
firm or company carrying on the business of manufacture, sale or hire of machinery,plant,
equipment, apparatus o! fittings for t1tetreatment of a sewage or trade effluent, or

. (j) is a director or a secretary, manager or other salaried officer or employee of any
company or firm having any contract with the Board, or with the Government constituting
the Boatd or with a l<><;alauthority in the State. or with a company or corporation owned,
controlled or managed by the Government, for the carrying out of sewerage schemes or
for the installation of plants for the treatment of sewage or trade em~ents, or

(g) has soabused, in the opinion of the Central Government or as the case may be, of
the State Government, his position as a member, as to render his continuance on the
Board detrimental to the interest of the general public.

, This portion was substituted for the words. brackets. letters and figures" or where he is nomi-
nated under clause (c) of sub-section (2) of section 3 or'under clause (c) of !lub-section (2) of
section 4. if he ceases to be a member of the State Board or as the case may be of the local authority"
by Act No. 44 of 197tr. s. S(b) .

2 These words were substituted for the words "shall not be eligible for renomination for more than two
terms" by Act No. 53 of 1988. s. 5.
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1>",

(2) No order of removal shall be made by the C~ntral Government or the State Government,

as'the case may be, under this section unless the member concerned has been given a
reasonable opportunity of showing cause against the same.

(3) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-sections (1) and (7) of section 5,

a mero.ber wh,? has been removed under this section shall not be eligible for renomination as
a member. "

, -

7. Ifa member of a BoardbecOli1eSsubjectto any of the disqualifications specified in Vacationof. 6 h
.

h II bee seats by
sectIOn, ISseat s a orne vacant. members.. .

8. A Board shall meet at least once in every three months and should observe such Meetingof a
rules of procedure in regard to the transaction of business at its meetings as may be Board.
prescribed:

Provided that if, in the opinion of the Chairman, any business of an urgent nature is to be
transacted,.he may convene a meeting of theBoard at such timeas he thinks ,fit for the
aforesaid purpose.

9. (1) A Board may constitute as many committees consisting wholly of members or Constitution
, wholly of other persons or partly of members and partly of other persons, and for such of Commit-. h.

k fi
tees.

purpose or purposes as It may t In It.

(2) A committee constituted under this section shall meet at such time and at such
place, and shall observe such rules of procedure in regard to the transaction of business at

. its meetings, as may be prescribed. ' ,

(3) The members of a committee (other than the members of the Board) shall be paid such

fees and allowances, for attending its meetingsan~ for attending to any other work of the
Board as may be prescribed,

10. (1) A Board may associate with itself in such manner. and for such purposes, as Temporary
may be pre~bed any person whose assistance or advice it may desire to obtain in performing a~sociation

f
.

f
.

d h
'

A
of persons

any 0 Its unctions un ,er t IS ct. with Board

, .(2) A person associated with the Board under sub-section (1) for any purpose shall ~~~ticular
~X~a.right to take part in the discussions of the Board relevant to that purpose, but shall purposes.
not have a right to vote at a meeting of the Board, and shall not be a member for any other
purpose..

. 1((3rA person associated with the Board under sub-section (1) fpr any purpose shall be
paid such fees and allowances, for attending its meetings and for attending to any other
w9rk of the Board, as may be prescribed.] , '

~1' .
-11. No act or proceeding of a B'oard or any committee thereof shall be called in question Vacancyin
I.:.. d I f h

.
f

.
d '

fi
'

h
"

f
Board not to

qnt~Yr,.gro~l}.mere yo t e existence 0 any vacancy In,or any e ect In t e constitutIOn0 invalidate
t~,Board or such committee, as,the case may be. actsor .
.. - ' proceedIngs.

2f1lA'. 'The Chairmanof the Board shall exercise such powers andperforrri such duties Delegation

~~aybe prescribedor as may, from time to time, be delegated tohim by the Board.] ~h~~~:~.to
~!~., (1) The terms and conditions of service of the Member-Secretary shall be such as member-

may be ~rescribed. secretary'It: >', ; ;" and offIcers
"(2.1 The Member-Secretary shall exercise such powers and perform such duties as may andother
be prescribedor as may,from time to time, be delegated to him by the Board or its Chairman, ~~~~Ir~~s

I Inserted by Act No. 44 of 1978. s, 6.
~'Inserted. ibid.; s. 7.

'"

(J) 199..3
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(3) Subject to such rules as may be made by the Central Government or, as the case may
be, the State Government in this behalf, a Board may appoint such officer and employees as
it considersnecessaryfortheefficientperformanceof its functionsI[ * * * * ].

2[(3A) The method of recruitment and the terms and conditions of service (including the
scales of pay) of the officers (other than the member-secretary) and other employees of the
Centrai Board or a State Board shall be such as may be determined by regulations made by
the Central Board or, as the case may be, by the State Board: .

Provided t11atno regulation made under this sub-section shall takeeffectunless,-
(a) in the case of a regulation made bythe Central Board, it is approvedby the Central

Government; and . .
(b) in the case of regulation made by a State Board, it is approved by the State

Government.] .

'[(3B) The Board may, by general or special order, and subject to such conditions
and limitations, if any may be specified in the order, delegate to any officer of the Board
such of its ~owers'and functions under this Act as it may deem necessary.] .
(4) Subject to such conditions as may be prescribed, a Board may from time to time appoint

any qualified person: to be a consulting engineer to the Board and pay him such salaries and
allowances and subject himto such other terms and conditions of service as it thinks fit.

Constituti?n 13. (1) Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act, an agreement may beof Jomt d
.

Boards. entere ~nt(}--
(a) by two (,)rmore Government of contiguous States, or
(b) by the Central Government(in respect of one or more Union territories) and one or

more Governments of States contiguous to such Union territory or Union territories to be
in force for such period and to be subjecttorenewal for such period,if any, as may be
specified in the agreement to provide for the constitution of a Joint Board-
(i) in a case referred to in clause (a), for all the participating States,and
(ii) in a case referred to in clause (b), for the participating Union territory or
Union territories and the State or States.

(2) An agreement under this section may-
(a) provide, in a case referred to in clause (a) of sub-section (1), for the apportionment

between the participating States and in a case referred to in clause (b) of thatsub-section for
the apportionments between the Central Government or State Governments, of the expenditure
in connection with the JoinrBoard ;

(b) determine, in a case referred to in clause (a) of sub-section (J) which of the participating
State Governments and in a case referred to in clause (b) of that sub-section, whether the
Central Government or the participating State Government if there are more than one
participating State, also which of the participating State Government shall exercise and
perform the several powers and functions of the State Government under this Act and the
references in this Act to the State Government shall be construed accordingly;

(c) provide for consultation, in a case referred to in clause (a) of sub-section (1), between
the participating State Governments and in a case referred to in clause(b) of that sub-section,
between the Central Government and the participating State Govemment or State Governments
either generally or with reference to particular matters arising under this Act;

(d) make such incidental and ancillary provisions, not inconsistent with this Act, as may

be deemed necessary or expedient for giving effect to the agreement. 0 o'

(3) An agreement under this section shall be published, in a case referred toclause (a)

I TIle words, ;. and the ,rules so made m;ty provide for the salaries and allowances and other terms and
conditionsof serviceof such officersand employees H wereomitted.byAci No. 44 of 1978 s. 8(cl).

, Inse11ed, !('M., s. 8(b).

, Sub section.(3B) was inserted by Act No. 53 of 1988. s. 6.
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of sub-section (l), in the Official Gazette of the participating States and in a case referred to
in clause (b) of that sub-section, in the Official Gazette. of the participating Union territory
or Union territories and the participating State or States.

14. (1) Joint Board constituted in pursuance of an agreement entered into under clause Composition
(a)ofsub-section(1)of section13shallconsistof thefollowingmembers,namely:- of Jod

int
Boar s.

(a) a full-time Chairman, being a person having, special knowledge or practical experience
in respect of I[matter~ relating to environmental protection] or a person having knowledge
and experience in administering institutions dealing with t~e matters aforesaid, to be nominated
by the Central Government;

(b) two officials from each ofthe participating States to be nominated by the concerned

participatingState Government to represent that Government; .

(c) one person to be nominated by each of the participating State Governments from
amongst the members of the local authorities functioning within the State concerned;

(d) one non-official to be nominated by each ('Ifthe participating State Governments to

represent the interests of agriculture, fishery or industry or trade in the State concerned or
any other interest which, in the opinion of the participating State Government, is to be
represente!J ;

(e) two persons to be nominated by the Central Government to represent the companies
or corporations owned, controlled or managed by the participating State Governments;

2[(j) a full-time member secretary, possessing qualifiC1ltions, knowledge and experience
of scientific, engineering or management aspectcs of pollution control, to be appointed by
the Central Government].

(2) A Joint Board constituted in pursuance of an agreement entered into under clause
(b) of sub.section (1) of section 13 shall consist of the following members, namely :-

(a) itfull-time Chairman being a person having special knowledge or practical experience
in respect of 3[matters relating to environmental protection]or a person having knowledge
and experience in administering institutions dealing with matter aforesaid, to be nominated
by the Central ()overnment ;

(b) two officials to be nominated by the Central Government from the participating Union
territory Qreach of the participating Union territories, as the case may be, and two officials to
be nominated1 from the participating State of each of the participating States, as the case may

.,;I>c},'bythe concerned participating State Government;

(c)on~ pen>Qnto be nominated by the Central Government from amongst the members
of the iOcafiluthorities functioning within the participating Union territory of each of the

~"Patticipating Union territories, as the case may be., and one person to be nominated, from
amonjit'tI'Ie members of the local authorities functioning within the participating State or
,,~ch of the participating States, as the case may be, by the concerned participating State

"'~nt;
L

J{kf', C)? it.,

. (:1i-Jtf~ wofds'weresubstitutedfor the words,"matters relatingto the use and conservationof water
. rcsouf(;esor the prevention and control of water pollution" by Act No. 44 of 1978. s. 9(a) (i).

.;:; 'ii] elapse (f) was subsititued by Act, No. 5.~of 1988, s. 7 (a).
I"""cYThese word~were substituted for the words. "matters relating to the use and conservation of water

'resources,or the prevention and control or waler pollution" "by Act No. 44 of 1978. s, 9(b)(i)"
',.';0,, .
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Special
prov isiol1
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giving of
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(d) 'one non"official to be nominated by' the, Central Govemmentand one person to be
nominated by the, participating State Government or State Governments to represent the
interests of agriculture, fishery or industry or trade in the, Union territory or in each of the
Union territories or the S~ate or ,each of the State, as the case llJay be, or any other interest

which in the opinion' of the Central Government or, as the case may be, of the State Government

is to be represented;

(e) two persons to be nominated by the Central Government to represent the companies

or corpOl:atiol1sowned, controlled 'or manage~ by the Central Government al1dsituate in the
participatinglJnion territory or territories and two persons to be nominated by the Central
Government to represent the companies or corporations owned, controlled or managed by

the parti~ipating State Governments;

I[(f) a full-time member-secretary,possessing,;qualifications,knowledgeand experience
of scientific, engineering or management aspects of pollution comrol, to ~ appointed by the

CentralGovernment] ,

(3) When a Joint Board is constituted in pursuance of an agreement under clause (b) of
sub-sect;on (1) of section 13, the provisions of sub-section (4):of section 4 shall. cease to
apply in relation to the:Union territory for which the Joint Board is constituted.

(4) Subject to the provisions of sub-section (3), the provisions of sub-section (3), of
s~ction 4 and sections 5 to 12 (inclusive) shall apply in relation to the Joint Board and its

Inember-secretary as they~pply in n~laiion to a State Board and its member-secretary.

(5) Any reference in this Act to the State Board shall, unless the context otherwise
requires, be construed as including a Joint Board; .

15. Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act where any Joint Board is constituted
under section 13,-

(0) the Government of the State for which the Joint Board is constituted shall be cOl,npetent
to give any direction under this Act only in cases where such direction relates to a matter
within theexclusive territorialjurisdiction of the State; -

(b) the Central Government alone shall be competent to give any direction under this
Act where such direction related to a matter within the territorial jurisdiction of two or more
States or pertaining to a Union territory.

CHAPTER N

POWERS AND FUNCTIONS OF BOAR"DS.

Functions'of 16. (1) Subject to the provisions of this Act, the main function of the Centra! Board
(":{~~~~:shall he to promote cleanliness of streams and wells in different areas of the States.

(2) In particular and without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing functions, the
CentralBoardmayperformalloranyofthefollowingfunctions,namely:- -

(a) advise the Central Government on any matter concerning the prevention and control
~~~~; .

(b) co-ordinatetheactivitiesof the StateBoardsandresolvedisputesamongthem;

(c) provide technical assistance and guidance to the State Boards, carry out sponsor
investigationsand research relating to problems of Waterpollution on prevention. control or
abatement of water pollution;

I

I Clause if) 'w~s substituted by Act. No. 53 of 1988.s. 7 (bi
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(d) plan afldorganise the training of persons engaged or to be engaged in programmes

for the prevention, control or abatement of water pollution on such terms and conditions as
the Central Board may specify;

(e) organise through mass media a comprehensive programme regarding the prevention
and control of water pollution; ,

([(ee) perform such of the functions of any State Board as may be specified in an oider
made under sub-section (2) of section 18 ;]

(f) collect, compile and publish technical and statistical data relating to water pollution
and the measures devised for its effective prevention and control and prepare manuals,
codes or guides relating to treatment and disposal of sewage and trade effluents and
disseminate information connected therewith;

(g) lay down, modify or annul, in consultation with the State Government concerned, the
standardsfor a stream or well: '

Provided that different standards may be laid down for the same stream or well or for
different streams or'wells, having regard to the quality of water, flow characteristics ofihe
stream or well and the nature of the use of the water in such stre~m or wen or streams or
wells;' ,

(Il) plan and cause to be executed a nation-wide programme for the prevention, control
or abatement of water pollution,;

(i) perform such other functions as may be prescribed.

(3) The Board may establish or recognise a laboratory or laboratories to enable the
Board to perform its functions under this section efficiently including the analysis of samples
of water from any stream or well or of samples of any sewage or trade effluents.

17. (1) Subject to the provisions of this Act, the functions of a State Board shall be- Functionof

( ) I h . .. h
.

I b
'

f
State Boatd.

a to p an a compre enslve programm~ lor t e preventIon, contro or a atement 0
'pollution of streams and wells in the State and to secure the execution thereof;

, (b) to advise the State Government on any matter concerning the prevention, control or
abatementof water pollution; , .

(c) to collect and disseminate information relating to water pollution and the prevention,
control or abatement thereof; .

," (d) to encourage, conduct and participate in investigations and research relating to
pro~lems of water pollution and prevention. control or abatement of water pollution;

(e) to collaborate with the Central Board in organising the training of persons engaged
or to be engaged in programmes relating to prevention; control or abatement of water pollution
and to organise mass education programmes relating thereto; .

if) to inspect sewage or trade effluents. works and plants for the treatment of sewage and
trade effluents and to review plans, specifications or other data relating to plants set up for the

" ntreatment of water works for the purification thereof and the system for the dispOsal :of sewage
or trade effluents orin connection with the grant of any consent as required by this Act;

I

i~ ""(g) to lay down, modify or annul effluent standards for the sewage and trade effluents and
, brdutie:quality of receiving water (not being water in an inter~State stream) resulting from the

discharge of effluents and to classify waters of the State;
" ".. " ,< , " ,'

I

' -, (~)toevoM~ economicaland reliablemethodsof treatment of sewage and tradeeffluents,
I'fiHi:ngi~gardto!the peculiar conditions of soils. climate and water resources of different
l'regttifisand more especially the prevailing flow characteristics of water in stream and wells
.whichrenderit impossibleto attain even the minimum degree of dilution;

I ", a..~ ;U) w~ ;,;""d by ~". No, 53 of 1988, " 8.

15



I

The Water (Prevention and Control Q/ Po//uJion) Act. /974 IACf 6 OF 1971
(I) to evolve methods of utilisation of sewage and suitable trade effluents in agriculture ;
(j) to evolve efficient methods of disposal of sewage and trade effluents on land, as are

necessary on account of the predominant conditions of scant stream flows he that do not
provide for. major part of the year the minimum degree of dilution;

(k) to lay down standards of treatment of sewage and trade effluents to be discharged into
al)Yparticular stream taking into account the minimum fair weather dilution available in
that stream 'and the tolerance limits of pollution permissible in the water of the stream, after
the discha~ of such effluents;

(I) to make, vary or revoke any order,
(i).for the prevention,controlor abatementof dischargesof wasteinto streamsor

wells; .

(") requiring any person concerned to construct hewsystems for the disposal of sewage
and trade effluents or to modify, alter or extend any such existing system or to adopt such
retnedial measures as are necessary to prevent, control or abate water pollution;
(m) to lay down effluent standards to be complied with by persons while causing discharge

of sewage or sullage or both and to lay down, modifY or annual effluent standards for the
sewage and trade effluents; . .

(n) to advise the State Government with respect to the location of any industry the
carrying on of which is likely to pollute a stream or well i

(0) to perform such other functions as may be prescribed or as may, from time to time, be
entrusted to it by the Central Board or the State Government.

(2) The Board may establish or recognise a laboratory or laboratories to enable the Boaid
to perform its functions under this section efficiently, including the analysis of samples of
water from any stream or well or of samples of any sewage or trade effluents.

Powers.to 18. 1[(1)] In the performance of its functions under this Act-
direeti~~s~ (a) the Central Board shall be bound by such directions in writing as the Central

, Government may give to it ; and
(b) e~ery State Board shall be bound by such directions in writing as the Central Board or

the State Government may give to it :

Provided that where a direction given by the State Government is inconsistent with the
direction given by the Central Board, the matter shall be referred to the Central Government
for its decision.

I[ (2) Where the Central Government is of the opiniOn that any State Board has defauited
in complying with any directions given by the Central Board under sub-section (I) and as
result of such default a grave emergency has arisen and it is necessary or expendient so to do
in the public intertst, it may, by order, direct the Central Boardto perform any of the functions
of the State Board in relation to such area, for such period and for such purposes, as may be
specified in the order.

(3) Where the Central Board performs any of the functions of the State Board in pursuance,
of a direction under suo-section (2), the expenses, if any, incurred by the Central Board
with respect to the performance of such functions may, if the State Board is empowered to
recover such expenses, be recovered by the Central Board with interest (at such reseanoble
rate as the Central Government may, by order, fix) from the date when a demand for such
expenses is ma.de until it is paid from the person or persons concerned as arrears, of land
revenueor of publicdemand. ' ,

, (4) For the removal of doubts, it is hereby declared that any directions to perform the
function of any State Board given undersub'-section (2) in respect of any area would not
preclude the State Board from performing such functions in any other area in the State or
any of its other functions in that area.]

I Section 18 was renumbered as sub-section (I) thereof, and after sub-section (/) as so renumbred, sub-sections

(2), (3) and (4) were inserted by Aet No. 53 of 1988, s. 9.
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~'

CHAPTER V
PREvENTION AND CONTROL OF WATER POLLUTION.

19. . (J) Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act, if the State Government, after Power of
consultation with or on the recommendation of, the State Board, is of opinion that the State .

provisions of this Act need not apply to the entire State, it may, by notification in the Official ~o;ee~~~:nt
Gazette, restrict the application of this Act to such area or areas as may be declared therein the
as water pollution prevention and control area or areas and thereupon the provisions of this application
Act shall apply'onl y'to such area or areas, ' . of the ~ct to
.;, . . entertain

(2) Each water pollution, prevention and control area may be declared either by reference areas.
to a map or by reference to the line of any watershed or the boundary of any district or partly
bY°n..e method and partly by'another.

(3) The State Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette,-
. (a) alter any water pollution, prevention and control area whether by way of extension
or reduction; or

(b) define a new water pollution, prevention and control area in which may be merged
. one or more water pollution, prevention and control areas, or any part or parts thereof,
;1.20.' (1) For the purpose of enabling a State Board to perform the functions conferred on 'Powerto

it bY'Ofunder this Act, the State Board or any officer empowered by it in that behalf, may obtain
make surveys of any area and gauge and keep records of the flow or volume and other information,
characteristics of arty stream or well in such area and may take steps for the measurement
Jtnd recording of the rainfall in such area or any part thereof and for the installation and
'maintenance for those'purposes of gauges or other apparatus and works connected therewith,
and carry out stream surveys and may take such other steps as may be necessary in order to
obtain any information required for the purposes aforesaid.

(2) A State Board may give directions requiring any person who in its opinion is abstracting
water&om any such stream or well in the area in quantities which are substantial in relation
to the flow or volume of that stream or well or is discharging sewage or trade effluent into

~#!u~hstream or'well, to give such information as to the abstraction or the discharge at
such 'times and in such form as may be specified in the directions.

(3) Without prejudice to the provisions of sub-section (2), a State Board may, with a view,
to preventing or controlling pollution of water, give directions requiring any person in
charge of any establishment where any I[ industry, operation or process, or treatment
disposaf system] is carried on, to furnish to it information regarding the construction,

~in~'(allationor operation of such establishment or of any disposal system or of any extension
,or addition thereto in such establishment and such other p~rticulars as'may be prescribed.

,i 21:' (1) A.StateBoardoranyofficerempow~redbyit inthisbehalfshallhavepowerto Powerto

. ~fuke for}he.purpose of analysis samples of water from any stream or well or samples of any take samples'

iew~ge or trade effluent which is passing from any plant or vessel or from or over any place ~~;ffiuents
IDtoany ~u~h stream or well, procedureto

. (2) lhe result of any analysis of a sample of any sewage or trade effluent tak~n under sub- be followed
';~1jtiorl'(1)shallnotbeadmissibleinevidenceinanylegalproceedingunlessthe provisions in ,

~~fsub~secti.ons (3), (4) and (5) are complied with. .'. ~~:r~~it:~,n

ilav(Jj" ~\!bJec~to the provisions of sub-sections (4) and (5) when a sample (composite or' .
..'~otherwise as may be warranted by the process used) of any sewage or trade effluent is taken

Jot~pa!ysis \1pp,ersub-section (1), the person taking the sample shall-
-J,(a)serVe on the person in charge of, or having control over, the plant or vessel ,or in
.:".~c%cile~tior"9{tl!e place (which person is hereinafter referred to as the occupier) or any

~~t ~§~{~fsuch,oc8~pier, a notice,then and there in such form as may be prescribed of hi,s
mten(lon to have It so analysed ;

I,

-' -'

I These words were substituted Jor the words. "Industry or trade" by Act No, S3 of 1988, s. 10.
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(b) in the presence of the o~upier or his agent, divide the sample into two parts ;
(c) cause each part to be plac~d in a container which shall be marked and sealed and

shall also be signed both by the person taking the sample and the occupier or his agent;
(d)send one container forthwith,--

(i) in a case where such sample is taken from any area situated in a Union
territory, to the laboratory established or recognised by the Central Bo~l."dunder

. section 16; and .

.(iil' in any other case, to the laboratory established or recognised by the State
Board under section 17; .

(e) on the request of the occupier or his agent, send the second container,--

, (I) in a case where such slUJ1pleis tak~nnom any area situated in a Union territory,
to the laboratory established or specified under sub-section (1) .of section 51 ; and

(ii) in any other case, to the laboratory established or specified under sub-section
(1) of section 52.

I[ (4) When a sample of any sewage or trade effluent is taken for analysis under sub-
section (1) and the person taking the sample serves on the occupier or his agent, a notice'
under clause (a) of sub-section (3) and the occupier or hisagent wilfully absents himself,
then,- .

(a) the sample so taken shall be placed in a container which shall be marked and sealed
and shall also be signed by the person taking the sample and the shall be sent forthwith by

. such person for analysis to the laboratory referred to in sub-clause (;) br sub-clause (iz) as the
case may be, of clause (e) of sub-section (3) and such person shall inform the Government
analyst appointed under sub-section (1) or sub-section (2), as the case may be, of section 53
in Writing about the wilful absence of the occpier orms agent; and

(b) the cost incurred in setting such sample analysed shall be payable by the occupier
orhis agent and in case of default of such payment, the same shan be recoverabJenom the

.occupier or his agent, as the case may be, as an arrear of land revenue or of public
demand: .

Provided that no such recovery shall be made unless the occupier or, as the case may be,

his agent has been given a resonable opportunity ofbejng heard in !he matter.].
(5) When a sample of any sewage or trade effluent is taken for analysis under sub-

section (1) and the person taking the sample serves on the occupier or his agent,.a notice
under clause (a) <:ifsub-section (3) and the occupier or his agent who is present at the time of
taking the sample does not make a request for dividing the sample into two parts as provided
in clause (b) of sub-section (3) then, the sample so taken shall be placed in a container which
shall be marked and sealed and shall also be signed by the person taking the sample and the
same shall be sent forthwith by such person for analysis to the laboratory referred to in
sub-clause (i) or sub:~lause (ii), as the case may be, of clause (d) of sub- section (3).

Reports of 22. (1) Where a. sample of any sewage or trade effluent has been sent for analysis to
the res~ltof the laboratory established or recognisedd by the Central Board or, as.the case may be the
analysIson. State Board, the concerned Board analyst appointed under sub-section (3) section 53 shall
take~a~~~:~analyse the sample and submit a report in the prescribed nom of the result of such analysis
section 21. in triplicate to the Central Board or the State Board, as the case may be.

(2) On receipt of the report under sub-section (1), one copy of the report shall be sent by
the Central Board or the State Board, as the case may be, to the occupier or his agent re-

. ferred to in section 21, another copy shall be preserved for produ«tion before the Court in
case a ny legal proceedings are taken against him and the other cop.yshall be kept by the ~

concerned Board.

I This sub-section was substituted by Act No. 44 of 1978, s. 10.
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(3)' Where a sample has been sent for analysis under clause (e) of sub-section (3) or
sub-section (4) of section 21 to any laboratory mentioned therein, the Government ana-

,Iysfreferred to in that sub-section shall analyse the sample and submit ,a report in the
prescribed from of the result of the analysis in triplicate to the Central Board or, as the
case may be, the State Board which shall comply with the provisions of sub-section (2).

(4) If there is any inconsistency or discrepancy bet'ween or variation in the results of
the State Board, as the case may be, and ~hat of the laboratory established of specified
under section 51 or ,section 52, as the case may be, report of the latter shall prevail.

(5) Any cost incurred in getting-any sample analysed at the request of the occupier or
his agent shall be payable by such occupier or agent and in caSe of default the same shall
be recoverable from him as' arrears of land revenue or of public demand.

23. (1) Subject to the provisions of this section, any person empowered by a State
Board in this behalf shall have a right at anytime to enter, with such assistance as he consid-
ers, necessary, any place---

(a) for the purpose of performing any of the functions of the Board entrusted to him;

(b) fOf the purpose of determining whether and if so in what manner, any such func-
tions are to be performed or whether any provisions of this Act or the rules made there-
under of any notice, order, direction or authorisatiolJ. served, made, given, or granted
under this Act is being or has been complied with;

(c) for the purpose of examining any plant, record, document or any other material
object or for conducting search of any place in which he has reason to believe that an
offence under this Act or the rules made thereunder ~as been or is bei,ng or is about to be
committed and for seizing any such plan, record, register, document or other material
object, if he has reason to believe that it may furnish evidence of the commission of an
offence punishable under this Act or the rules made thereunder;

Provided that the right to enter under this sub-section for the inspection of a well shall be
'exercised only atv reasonable hours in a case where'such well is situated in any premises
used for residential purposes and the water thereof is used exclusively for domestic pur-
pQses. '

(2) The provisions of I[ the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 (2 of 1974),] or in
relation to the State of Jammu and Kashmir, the provisions of any corresponding law in
force in that State, shall, so far as may be, apply to any search or seizure under this section as
they apply to any search or seizure made under the authority of a warrant issued under
2[section 94] of the said Code, or, as the case may be, under th~ corresponding provisions of
the said law.

Exptanation.--For the purposes of this section, "place" includes vessel.

24. (1) Subject to the provisions of this section,--

(a) no person shall knowingly cause or permit any poisonous noxious or polluting
matter determined in accordance with such standards as may be:!aid down by the State
Board to enter (whether directly or indirectly) into any"3[stream or well or sewer or on
land] ; or , '

(b) no person shall knowingly cause or permit to enter into any stream any other
matter which may tend, either directly or in combination with similar n'!atters to impede the
proper flow of the water of the stream in a mannerleading or likely to lead to a substaintial
aggravation of pollution due to other ca4ses or of its consequences.

1 These wordsW-ere subsliwled f;Jr the words, "the£ode of Criminal Procedure. 1898" by Act No. 44 of 1978. s. II(a).
,~ These words were substituted for the words, "Section 98", ibid, s. II(b).

3 These words were Subsliluled for Ihe words, "slream or welL" by Acl No. 53 of1888. s. I L
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(2) A person shall not be guilty of an offence under sub-section (1), by reason only of
having done or caused to be done any of the following acts, namely :--

(a) constructing, improving or maintaining in or across.or on the bank or bed of any
stream, any building, bridge, weir, dam, sluice, dock, pier, drain or sewer or other permanant
works which he has a right to construct, improve or maintain;

(b) depositing any materials on the bank or in the bed of any stream for the purpose of
reclaiming land or for supporting, repairing or protecting the bank or bed of such stream
provided .such materials are not capable of polluting such stream;

(c) putting into any stream, any sand or gravel or other natural deposit which has
flowed from or been deposited by the current of such stream;

(d) causing or permitting, with the consent otTthe State Board, the deposit accu~u-

lated in it well, pond or reseryoir to enter into any stream.

(3) The State Government may, after consultation with, or on the recommendation of,
the State Board exempt, by notification in the Official Gazette, any person from the operation
of sub-section (1) subject to such conditions if any, as 'may be specified in the notification
and any condition so specified may by a like notification be altered, yaried or amended.

25. 1[ (1) SubjeCt to the provisions of this section, no person shall, without the previous
consent of the State Board,-

(a) establish.or take any steps to establish any industry,operation or process, or any
treatment and disposal system or any extension or addition thereto, which is likely to
dischargeor trade effluent intoa stream or well or sewer or on land (such dischargebeing
hereinafter in this section referred to as discharge of sewage) ; or '

(b) bring into use any new or altered outlet for the discharge of sewage; or
(c) begin to make any new discharge ofsewage:

Provided that a person in.the process of taking any steps to establish any industry,
operation or process immediately before the commencement of the Water (PreventiQnand
Control of Pollution) AIriendmentAct, 1988, for which no consent was necessary prior to
such commencement, may continue to do so for a period of three months from s,uch
commencement or, ifhe has made an application for such consent, within the said period of
three months, till the disposal of such application. .'

(2) An application for consent of the State Board under sub-section (1), shall be made in
such from, contain such particulars and shall be accompanied by such fees as may be
prescribed.]

(3) TheStateBoard maymake such inquiryas it may deem fit in respectofthe application
for consent referred to in sub-section (1) and in making any such inquiry shall follow such
procedure as may be prescribed.

2[(4) The State Board may--

(a) grant its consent referred to in sub-section (I), subject to such conditions.asit may
impose,being-- '

(i) in cases referred to in clauses (a) and (b) of sub-secction (1) of section 25,
conditions as to the point of chasrbge of sewage or-as to the use of that outlet or any
other outlet for discharge of sewage;

(ii) in the case of a new discharge, conditions as to the nature and composition,
temprature, volume or r~te of discharge of the ,effluent trom the. land or premises from
which the discharge or new discharge is to be made; and

I Sub-sections (I) and (2) were substituted by Act No. 53 of 1988, s. 12(a).
2 Sub-sections (4), (5) and (6) were substituted, ibid, s. 12(b).
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(iii) that he consent will be valid only for such period as may be specified in the
order,

and any such conditions imposed shall be binding on any person establishing or
taking any steps to establish any industry, operation or process, or treatment and dis-
posal system of extention or addition thereto, or using the new or altered outlet, or
discharging the effluent from the land or premises aforesaid; or

(b) refuse such consent for reasons to be recorded in writing.

(5) Where,without the consent of the State Board, any industry,operation or process, or
any treatmentand disposal system or any extentionor addition thereto, is established,or any
steps for such establishment have been taken or a new or altered outlet is brought into use
for the discharge of sewage or a new discharge of sewage is made, the State Board may
serve on the person who has established or taken steps to establish any industry, operation
or process or any treatment and disposal system or any extention or addition thereto, or
using the outlet, or making the discharge, as the case may be, a notice imposing any such
conditions as it might have imposed on an application for its consent in respect of such
establishment, such outlet or discharge.

. (6) EveryStateBoardshallmaintaina registercontainingparticularsof the conditions
imposed under this section and so much of'the register as relates to any outlet, or to any
effluent, from any land or premises shall be open to inspection at all reasonable hours by any
person interest in; or affected by such outlet, land or premises, as the case may be; or by any
person authorsed by him in this behalf and the conditions so contained in such tegister shall
be conclusive proof that the consent was granted subject to such conditions.]

(7) The consent referred to in sub-section (1), shall, unless given or refused earlier, be .

deemed to have been given unconditionally on the expiry of a period of four months of the
making of an application in this behalf complete in all respects to the State Board:

(8) For the purposes of this section and se"tions 27 and 30,--

(a) the expression "new or altered outlet" means any outlet which is wholly or partly
constructed on or after the commencement ofthis Act or which (whether so constructed
or not is substantially altered after such commencement) ;

(b) the expresssion "new discharge" means a discharge which is not, as respects the
nature and composition, temprature, volume and rate of discharge of the effluent substa-
ntially a continuation of a disccharge made within the preceeding twelve months (whether

. by the same or a different outlet) so however that a - discharge which is in other respect a
. continuation of previous discharge made as aforesaid shall not be deemed to be a new

.. .discharge by reason of any reduction of the temprature or volume or rate of discharge of
the effluent as compared with the previous discharge,

," 26. Where immediately before the commencement of this Act any person was discharging Provisions
.any sewage ot trade efft1uent into a I[ stream or well or sewer or on land], the provisions of re~ar~ing
',section 25 shall, so far may be, apply in relation to such person as they apply in relation to ed~lsh
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. personre erre to 10t at sectIOnsu ~ectto t e mo 1Icattont at t e app lcatton or consent sewageor
to be made under sub-section (2) of that section 1[shall be made on or before such date as trade
may be 'Specifiedby the State Government by notification in this behalf in the Official effluent.
Gazette].

co I These words were substituted for the words. "stream or well" by Act No. 44 of 1978. s. 13(a).

. 2 These words were substituted for the words. "shall be made within a period of thtee months of the constitution
-of the State Board", ibid, s, 13(b),
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27. 1[(/) A State Board shall not grant its consent under sub-section (4) of section 25
for the establishment of any industry, operation or process or.treatment and disposal system
or extension or addition thereto or to the bringing into use of a new or altered outlet unless
the industry, operation or process, or treatment and disdposal system or extension or adddition
thereto or the outlet is so established as to comply with any conditions imposed by the
Board to enable' it to excercise its right to take samples of the effluent]

2[ (2) AState Board may from time to time review,--- .

3[ (a) any condition imposed under section 25 or section 26 and may serve on the.
person to whome a conset under section 25 or section 26 is granted a notice making any
reasonable variation of or revoking any such condition ;]

(b) the refusal of any consent referred to in sub-section (1) of section 25 or section 26 or
the grant I!)fsuch consent without any condition, and may make such orders as it deems fit]

(3) Any condition imposed under section 25 or section '26 shall be subject to any
variation made under sub-section (2) and shall continue in force until revoked under that
sub-section. - .

28. (1) Any person aggrieved by an order made by the State Board under section 25,
section 26 or section 27 may, within thirty days from the date on which the Order is commu-
nicated to him, prefer an appeal to such authority hereinafter referred to as the appellate
authority as the State Government may think fit to constitute:

Provided that the appellate authority may entertain the appeal after the expiry of the. said
period of thirty days if such authority is satisfied that the appellant was prevented by suffi-
cient cause from filing. the appeal in time.

4[ (2) An appellate authority shall consist ofa single person or three persons, as the State
Government may think fit, to be appointed bythat Government] .

(3) Theform and manner inwhich an appeal may be preferred under sub-section(I), the
fees payable for such appeal and t4e procedure to be followed by the appellate authority
shall be such as may he prescribed.

(4) On receipt of an appeal referred under sub-section (I) the appellate authority shall .

after giving the appellant and the State Board an opportunity of being heard; dispose ofthe
appeal as expediously as possible.

(5) If the appellate authority determines that any condition imposed, or the variation of
any condition, as the case may be, was unreasonable, then--~ . .

(a) where the appeal is in respect of the unreasonablenessof any condition imposed,
such authority may direct either that the condition-shall be treated as annulled or that
there shall be substituted for it such condition as appears to it to be reasonable; ,

(b) where the appeal is in respect of the unreasonableness of any variation of a condi-
tion, such authority may direct either that the condition shall be treated as containing in
force unvaried or that it shall be varied in, such manner as appears to it to be reasonable;

29. (1) The State Government may at any time either of its own motion or on an applica-
tion made to it in this behalf, call for the records of any case where an order has been made by
the State Board under secction 25, section 26 or section 27, for the purpose of satisfying itself
as to the legality or propriety of any such order and may pass such order in relation thereto
as it may think fit :

I Sub-section (I) was substituted by Act No. 53 of 1988. s. 13(0).
2 Sub-section (2) was suhstitutcd by Act No. 44 of 1978, s. 14.
3 Clause (0) was substituted by Act No, 53 of 1988. s. 13(b).
4 Sub-section (2) was substituted by Act No. 44 of 1978, s.15.
5 Sub-section (2) was substituted by Act No. 53 of 1988. s. 14.
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fJrovidedthat the State Government shall not pass any order under this sub-section
without affording the State Board and the person who may be affected by'such order a
reasonableopportunity of being heard,in the matter.

(2) TheStateGovernment shall not revise any order made under section25, section 26 or
section 27 where an appeal against that order lies to the appellate authority, but has been
preferred or where an appeal has been preferred such appeal is pending before the appellate
authority. ,

. 30. I[ (1)' Where under this Act, any conditions have been imposed on any person
while granting conset under section 25 or section 26 and such conditions require such per-
son to execute any work in connection therewith and such work has not been executed

, within such time as may be specified'in this behalf, the State Board may serve on the
person concerned a notice requiri,ng him within such time (not being less than thirty days) as
may be specified in the notice to execute the work specified therein.]

(2) If the person concerned fails to execute the work, as required in the notice referred to
in sub-section (1), then, after the expiration of the time specified in the said notice, the State
Board may itself execute or cause to be executed such work.

(3) All expenses incurred by the Sate Board for the execution of the aforesaid work,
together with interest, at such rate as the State Government may by order fix, from the date
when a demand for the expenses is made until it is paid, may be recovered by that Board
from the person concerned, as arrears of land revenue, or of public demand.

. 31. 3[(1) lfatany'place where any industry,.operationor process, or any treatment and
dispOsal system or any extension or additional thereto is being carried on, due to accident or
other unforeseen act or event, any poisonous or polluting matter is being discharged, or is
likely to be discharged into a system or well or sewer or on land a nd as a result ofsuch
discharge, the water in a ny stream or well is being polluted, or is likely to be polluted, then
the person incharge of such place shall forthwith intimate the occurrence of such accident,
act or event to the$tate Board and such other authorities or agencies as may prescribed.]

(2) Where any local authority operates any sewerage system or sewage works, the
provisions of sub-section (I) shall apply to such local authority as they apply in relation to
the person in charge of the place where any industry or trade is being carried on. ".

32. (1) Where it appears to the State Board that any poisonous. noxiousQr polluting
matter ispresent in 4[any stream or well or on land reason of the discharge of such matter in
such stream or well or on such land or has entered into that stream or well due to any accident
or other unforeseen act or event, and if the Board is of opinion that it is necessary or
expendient to take immediate action, it may for reasons to be recorded in writing, carry out
such operations as it may consider necessary for all or any of the following purposes, that is
toJ~y :---

(a) removing that matter from the S[stream or well or on land] and disposing it of in
'such manner as the Board considers appropriate;

(b) remedying or mitigating any pollution caused by its presence il) thee stream or
W,elt; .

(c) issuingorders immediately restrainingor prohibitingJhepcrson.concerned from
. ' discharging any poisionous, noxious or pollufing matter c>[ into the stream orwell or on

land}.9r from making insanitary use of the stream or well. '

I. Sub-scctio~s W. was substituted by Act No. 44 of 1978, s. 15.
2 S~t?-sJctfrins (2)'was substituted by Act No. 53 of 1988, s. 14.

" 3_SYh::scct!c;m(I) was substituted by Act No. 53 of 1988,s. 15:
4Thc:se words were subsituted for the words "any stream' or well", ihid., s. 16ltl).
5There words were subsituted for the words "stream or well", ihid.. s. 16(h).
6 These words we're subsituted for the words "into the stream or well", ibid., s. 16(c).
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(2) Thed power conferred by sub-section (1) does not include the power to construct

any works other than works of a temporary character which are removed on or before the

completion of the operations.

33. ~ [ (1) Where it is apprehended by a Board that the water in any stream or well is
likely to be polluted by reason of the disposal or likely disposal any matter in such stream or

well or in any sewer or on any land, or otherwise, the Board may make an application to a

court, not inferior to thart pf a Metropolftan Magistrate or a Judicial Magistrate of the first

class, for restraining the person who is likely to cause such pollution from causing.]. .'

(2) On receipt of an application under sub-section (1) the court may make such order as
it deems fit. .

(3) Where under sub-section (2}the court makes an order restraining any person from

polluting the water in any stream or well, it may in that order---
. .

(i) direct the person who is likely to cause or has caused the pollution of the the water

in the stream or well, to desist from taking such action as is likely to cause pollution or, as

the case may be, to remove from such stram or well, such matter, and,

(Ii) the authorise the Board, ifthe direction under clause (i) being a direction for the

. reItlOvalof any matter from such stream or well is not complied with by the person to

whom such direction is issued, to undertake the removal and disposal of the.matter in
such manner as may be specified by the court.

(4) All expenses inc~rred by the Board in removing aity matter in pursuance of the

authonsation under clause (ii) of sub-section (3) or in the disposal of any such matter may
01.

be defrayed out of any money obtained by the Board from such disposal and any balance

outstanding shall be rec~verable from the person concerned as arrears of land revenue or of

public demand. .

~(33A. Notwithstanding anything contained in any other law, but subject to the provi- .
sions of this Act, and to any directions that the Central Government may give in this behalf,

a Board may, in the exercise of its powers and performance of its functions under this Act,

issue any directions in writing to any person, officer or authority, and such person, officer or

authority shall be bound to comply with such directions.

Explanation For the avoidance of doubts, it is hereby declared that the power to issue

directions under this section includes the vower to direct--

(a) the closure, prohibition or regulation of any industry, operation or process; or

(b) the stoppage or regulation of supply of electricity, water or any other .service.]

I Sub-section (I) was substituted by Act No. 53 of 1988, s. ]7.
2 Sections 33A was inserted, ibid., s. 18.



ACr60Fl974] The Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974 25

CHAPIER VI

FUNDS. ACCOUNTS AND AUDIT.

34. The Central Government may; after due appropriation made by Parliamement Contributions
by law in this behalf make in each financial year such contributions to the Central byCentral
B d
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this Act.

35. The State Government may. after due appropriation made by the Legislature Contributions
of the State by law in this behalf, make in each financial year such contributions to the byStale
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this Act.

36, (1) The Central Board shall have its own fund, and all sums which may from time to Fundof
time, be paid to it by the Central Government, and all other receipts (by way of gifts, grants, Central
donations, benefactions, I[ fees] or otherwise) of that Board shall be carried to the fund of Board.
the Board and all payments by the Board shall be made therefrom.

(2) The Central Board may expend such sums as it thinks fit for performing its functions
under this Act 2[and, where any law f9r the time being in force relating to the prevention,
control or abatement of air pollution provides for the performance of any functions under
such law by the Central Board, also for performing its functions under such law.]and such sums
shall be treated as expenditure payable out of the fund of that Board.

37. (1) The State Board shall have its own fund, and the sums which may, from time to Fundof Sate
time, be paid to it by the State Government, and aU other receipts (by way of gifts, grants, Board.
donations, benefactions, 3[ fees] or otherwese) of that Board shall be carried to the fund of
the Board and all payments by the Board shall be made therefrom.

(2) The State Board may expend such sums as it thinks fit for performing its functions
under this Act 4 [and, where any law for the time being in force relating to the prevention,
control or abatement of air pollution provides for the performance of any function under
such law] by the State Board, also for performing its functions under such law and such
sums shall be treated as expenditure payable out of the fund of that Board.

s [37A. A Board may, with the consent of, or in accordance -with, the terms of any Borrowing
general or special authority given to it by the Central Government or, as the case may be, the powersof
State Government, borrow money from any source by way of loans or issl.leof bonds, Board.

debentures or such orher instruments, as it may deem fit, for the performanace of all or any of
its functions under this Act.]

Y:ji~ ' The Central Board or, as the case may be, the State Board shall, during each Budget.
financial year, prepare, in such form and at such time as may be prescribed, a budget in
respect of the financial year next ensuing showing the estimated receipt and expenditure,
andcopeis thereofshall be forwarded to the Central Government or, as the case may be, the
StateGovernment. .

I The word "fees" was inserted by Act No. 44 of 1978, s. 16({/).
2 These words were inserted, ibil/.. s. 16(b).
3 The word "fees" was inserted. ibid.. s. 17(1I).

' 'TJ1esew6rds were inserted, ibid.. s. 17(b),

. ~"Section '37A was inserted by Act No. 53 of 1988. s. 19.
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Annual 1[39. (J) The Central Board shall,during each financial year, prepare, in such form as
Rcpo.rt may be prescribed, an annual report giving full account of its activities under this Act during

the previous finanCial year and copies thereof shall be forwarded to the Central Government
within four months from the last date of the previous financial year and that Government
shall cause every such report to be hiid before both Houses of Parliament within nine
months from the last date of the previous financial year.

(2) Every State Board shall, during each financial year, prepare, in such form as may be
prescribed,.,an aqnual report giving full account of its activities under this Act during the
previous financial year and copies thereof shall be forwarded to the State Government within
four months fTomthe laSt date of the previous financial year and that Government shall ca~e
every such report to be laid before the State Legistature within a period of nine months from
the lastdateof thepreviousfinancialyear,] .

.Acco.un~s . 40. (1) EveryBoardshallmaintainproperaccountsand otherrelevantrecordsfind
and AudIt.prepare an annual statement of accounts in such form as may be prescribed 'by the Central

Government or, as the case may be, the State Government.

(2) The accounts of the Board shall be audited by an auditor duly qualified to act as an
auditor of comp~nies under section 226 of the Companies Act of 1956( I of 1956).

(3) The said auditor shall be appointed by the Central Government or, as the case may
be, the State 'Government on the advice of the Coritptroller and Auditor General of India.

. .(4) Every auditor appoin,tt;d to audit the accounts of the Board under this Act shall have.
the right to demand the production of books, accounts, 'connected vouchers and other
documents and papers and to inspect any of the offices of the Board.

(5) Every such auditor shall send a copy of his report together with an audited/copy of
the accounts to the Central Government or, as the case may be, the State Governm\mt. . .

(6) The Central Government shall, as soon as may be after the receipt of the audit report
under sub-section (5), cause the same to be laid before both Houses of Parliament. '

(7)' The State Government shall, as soon as may be after thC?receipt of the audit report
under sub-section (5), cause the same to be laid before the Legislature.

CHAPTER vn

PENALTIESANDPROCEDURE.

Failureto. 2[41. (J) Whoeverfailsto complywithanydirectiongivenundersub-section(2)or
com~ly sub-section (3) of section 20 within such time as may be specified in the direction shall, on

d;~~ct:~~conviction, be punishable with imprisonment for a term whicl\ may extend to three months or
underwith; fine which may extend to ten thousand rupees or with both and ip case the failure

5tb-sectio.ncontinues, with an additional fine which may extend to five thousand rupees for every day
s;~tr:ns(~) during whicn such failure continues after the conviction for the first such failure.

20o~rs~~~:~ (2) Whoever fails to comply with any order issued under clause (c) of sub-section (J) of
is'suedundersection 32 or any direction issued by a court under sub-section (2) of section 33 or any
cla

buse (c) of direction issued under section 33A shall, in respect of each such failure and on conviction,su -sectIonsb
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I Section 39 was substituted by Act No.. 53 o.f 1988, s. 20.
2 Sectio.n 41 was substituted ibid. s. 21.
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'<Ita) .lethe failure referred to in subsection (2) continues beyond a period of one year after
the,date-Of conviction. the offender shall, on conviction, be punishable with imprisonment
for a.term wbich shall not be less than two years but which may extend to seven years and
Withfine]. '

'. 4.2'" (j)~oever--

(a) destroys, pulls down, removes, injures or defaces any pillar, post or stake fixed in
the' ground or any notice or' other matter put up, inscribed or placed, by or under the
authority of th~ Board, or

(b) obstructs any person acting under the orders or directions of the Board from
exercising his powers and performing his functions under this Act, or

(c) damages any works o~ property belonging to the Board, or

(d) fails to furnish to any officer or other employee of the Board any information
required by him for the purpose of this Act, or

(e) fails to intimate the occurrence of any accident or other unforseen act or event
. under section 31 to the Board and other authorities or agencies as required by that

section,or

(f) in giving any information which he is required to give under this Act, knowingly
or wilfully makes a statementwhich is false in any material particular,or.' ,

(g) for the purpose of obtaining any consent under section 25 or section 26,
knowinglyor wilfully makes a statement which is false in any material particular,

shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to three months or
with fine which may extend to I [ten thousand rupees] or with both.

(2) Where for the grant of a consent in pursuance of the provisions of section 25 or
section 26 the use of a meter or gauge or other measure or monitoring device is requred and
such device is used for the purposes of those provisions, and person who knowingly or
willfully alters or interferes with that device so as to prevent it from monitoring or measuring
correctly shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to three months
or with fine which may extend to l[ten thousand rupees] or with both.

43. Whoever contravenes the provisions of section 24 shall be punishable with Penally for
imprisonment for a term which shall not be 2 [one year and six months] but which may extend fi~~tr:fen-
~ six years and with fine. 'provisions of'-'J , seclion 24.

; '44. Whoever contravenes the provisions of section 25 or section 26 shall be punish-Penaltyfor
able with imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than 3 [two years and six months] fi~~lr:fen-
but.shieh may extend to six years and with fine. secl!on25or.,1" .' secuon26.

"'4S~"'" IfattY person who has been convicted of any offence under section 24 or se~tion 25 Enhanced
, ~ti6ri 2(i'[s 'again found guilty of an offence involving a contravention of the same pena.llyafter.. I h II h d d b

"
be
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provIsion, Ie sa, on t e secon an on every su sequent convictIOn, PUDISa e wit conviction.
'~'...,ipt,'p'ri~$>~entfor a,term which shall not be less than .\ [two years] but which may extend to

seven years and with fine:

provided that for th~ purpose of this section no cognizance shall be taken of any
. conviction made more than two years before the commission of the offence which is

ooingrrpdnished. '

1 These words were substituted for the words "one thousand rupees" by Act No. 53 of 1988, s. 22
2 These words were subslituted for Ihe words "one year" ibid.. s. 23.
3 These words were substituted for the words "one year". ibid.. s. 24.
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"
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Penalty for I(4SA. Whoever contravenes any of the provisions of this Act or fails to comply with
cont:aven;'any order or direction given under this Act, for which no penalty has been elsewhere

::~afn provided in this Act, shall be punishable with imrprisonment which may extend to three
provisionsof months or with fine which may extend to ten thousand rupees or with both, and in the case

the Act.of a continuing ~ontravention or failure, with an additional fine which may extend to five
thousand rupees for every day during which such contravention or failure continues after
conviction for thefint such contravention or failure.] .

publication 46. If any person convicted of an offence under this Act commits a like offence after-

of ~~m~sof wards it shall be lliwful for the Court before which the second or subsequent convition takes
0 en ers.place to cause the offender'sname and placeof residence,the offenceand the penalty

imposed to be published at the offender's expense in such newspapers or in such other
manner as the Court may direct and the expenses of such publication shall be deemed to be part
of the cost attending the conviction and shall be recoverable in the same manner as a fine.

Offencesby 47. (/) Where an ,offence under this-Act has been committed by a company, every
Companies.person who at the time the offence was committed was in charge of, and was responsible to

the company for the conduct of, the business of the company as well as the company, shall
be deemed to be guilty of the offence and shall be liable to'be proceeded against and
punished accordingly:

provided that nothing contained in this sub-section shall render any such person liable
to any punishment provided in this Act ifhe proves that the offence was committed without
his knowledge or that he exercised all due dilignce to prevent the commission of such
offence.

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (/) where an offence under this
Act has been committed by a company and it is proved that the offence has been committed
with the consent or connivance or is attributable to any neglect on the part of, any director,
manager, secretary or other officer of the company, such director, manager, secretary or otl).er
officer shall also be deemed to be guilty of that offence and shall be liable to be proceeded

. against and punished accordingly.

Explanation.-- For the purpose of this section --

(a) "company" means any body corporate, and includes a firm or other association of
individuals; and .

(b) "director" in relation to a firm means a partner in the firm.

Offencesby 48. Where an offence under this Act has been committed by any Department of
governmelltGovernment, the Head of the Department shall be deemed to be guilty of the offence and

epartment'shallbe liable to be proceeded against and punished accordingly:

provided that nothing contained in this section shall render such Head of the
. Department liable to any punishment if he proves that the offence was commi~ed without
his knowledge or that he exercised all due diligence to prevent the commission of such
offence.

Cognizance 49. 1[ (/) No court shall takecognizanceof any offenceunderthis Act excepton a
of offences.complaintmade by--

(a) a Board or any officer authorised in this behalf by it; or .

(b) any person who has given notice of not less than sixty days, in the manner
..

1 Section 45A was inserted by Act No. 53 of 1988. s. 25.
2 Sub-section (I) was substituted, ibid, s. 26 (a).
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prescribed, ofthe alleged offence and of his intention to make a complaint, to the Board
or officerauthorised as aforesaid,

and no court inferior to that of a Metropolitan Magistrate or a Judicial Magistrate of the first
class shall try any offence punishable under this Act]

2 of 1[ (2) Where a complaint has been made under clause (b) of sub-section (J). the Board
I974'shalI, on demand by such person, make available the relevant reports in its possession to

that person:

Provided that the Board may refuse to make any such report availableto such person if
the same is, in its opinion, against the public interest].

I[ (3) Notwithstanding anything contained in 2 [ section 29 of the Code of Criminal 2 of
Procedure, 1973]it shall be lawful for any 3[Judicial Magistrate ofthe first class ~r for any! 974.
Metropolitan Magistrate] to pass a sentence of imprisonment for a term exceeding two
years or fine exceeding two tousand rupees on any person convicted of an offence punish-
able under this Act.

M~m- 50. All members, officers and servants of a Board when acting or purporting to act

'ff~ce::~inpursuance of any o.f the provisi~ns.of this Act. and the ~les made thereu~der shall
andbedeemed to be pubhc servants wlthm the.meanIng of sectIOn21 of .the IndIan Penal

~rvan~}Code.
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tory.

45 of
1960.

CHAPTERVllI

MISCELLANEOUS.

51. (1) The Central Government may,by nitification in the Official Gazette,-

(a) establish a Central Water Laboratory, or

(b) specify any laboratory or institute as a Central Water Laboratory to carry out the
functions entrusted to the Central Water Laboratory under this Act

(2) The Central Government may, after consultation with the Central Board, make rules
prescribing. --

II" fa) the functions of the Central Water Laboratory;

(b) the procedure for the submission to the said laboratory of samples of water or of
f',~y<age or trade effluent for analysis or tests, the form of the laboratory's report thereun-

d~l'iand the fees payable in respect of such report; .

<i..."tc/.such bther matters as may be necessary or' expendient to enable that laboratory
to carry out its functions.

.lD". fi.)i .":

:to I ;ORJustingsub-section (2) was renumbered as sub-section (3) and before sub-section (3) as so

J'8~. 1511e1U1mbeted,newsub-seetion (2) was inserted, Act N~. 53 of !988, s, 26(b) .

2 These words were substituted for the words. "section 32 of the Codc of Criminal Procedure. 1898

11><J"<B]i~~):;:~~!i~t No. 44 of 1978, s. 19 (b) (I),
,J~ese w9rdswere supstituted for the words. "Magistrate of the first class or for any pre~idency

.8:jJl~tJL':~...:" . .

10Mag~~.t~a!~"'i~id.; s. 19(b}(il).. . .fi.~,.,.
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52. (1) The State Governmentmay, by notification in the Official Gazette,-

(a) establish a State Water Laboratory; or

(b) specify any laboratory or institute as a State Water Laboratory, to carry out the
functions entrusted to the State Water Laboratory under this Act.

(2) The.State Government may, after consultation with the State Board, make rules
prescribiilg,-;-;-

(a) the functions of the State Water Laboratory ;

(b) the procedure of the submission to the said laboratory of samples of water or of
sewage'or trade effluent for analysis or tests, the form of the laboratory's report thereon and
the fees payable in respect of such report ;

(c)' such other matters as may be necessary or expedient to enable that hiboratory to carry
out its functions.

53. (1) The Central Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, appoint such
persons as it thinks fit and having the prescribed qualifications to be Government analyst for
the purpose of analysis of samples of water or of sewage or trade effluent sent for analysis to
any laboratory established or specified under sub-section (1) of section 51.

(2) The State Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, appoint such persons
as it diinksfit and having the prescribed qualifications to be Government' analysts for the
purpose of analysis of samples of water or of sewage or trade effluent sent for analysis to any
laboratory established or specified under sub-section (I) of section 52.

(3) Without prejudice to the provisions of sub-section (3) of section 12, the Central Board
or, as the case may be the State Board may, by notification in the Official Gazette, and with
the approval of the Central Government or the State Government, as the case may be, appoint
such persons as it thinks fit and having the prescribed qualifications to be Board analysts for
the purpose of analysis of samples of water or of sewage or trade effluent sent for analysis to
any laboratory established or recognized under section 16, or, as the case may be, under
section 17.

54. Any document purporting to be a report signed by a Government analyst, or as the
case may be, a Board analyst may be used as evidence of the facts stated therein in any
proceeding under this Act.

55. Alilocal.authorities shall render such help and assistance and furnish such information
to the Board as it may require for the discharge of its functions, and shall make available to
the Board for inspection and examination such records, maps, plans and other documents as
may be necessary for the discharge of its functions.

56. Any land required by a State Board for the efficient performance of its functions
under this Act shall be deemed to be needed for a public purpose and such land shall be I of

acquired for the State Board under the provisions of the Land Acquisitiotl Act, 18940r under 1984,
any other corresponding law for the time being in force.

57. The Central Board shall furnish to the Central Government, and a State Board shall

furnish to the State Government and to the Central Board such reports; returns, statistics,
accounts and other information with respect to its fundor activities as that Government, or,
as the case may be, the Central Board may, from time to time require.
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sg; No civil court shalt have jotiSdictionto entertain any suit ot proceedings in respect Bar of
of 3!1Yffuitter which an appellate authority constituted under this Act is empowered by or jurisdiction.

wiatt tIi~sAct tri determine, and no injunction shall be granted by any court or other authority
in respect of any action taken or to be taken in pursuance of any power conferred by or under
thisAct. .

5~~ l'olosuit or other legal proceedings shall lie against the Government or any officer or" Prote~tion

Government or any member or officer ora Board in respect of anything which is in good ~:k:~hi~n
faith"doneor intendedtobe done in pursuance of this Act or the rules made thereunder. goodfaith.

60. The provisions of this Act shall have effect notwithstanding anything inconsistent Overriding
therewithcontained in any enactment other than this Act. effect.

61. (1) If at any time the Cential Government is of opinion- Powerof

(a) that the C
.

entral Board ot any Joint Board has persistently made default in the G
central

ovemment
perlbimattce of the functions imposed on it by or under this Act; or to

(b) that circumstances exist which render it necessary in the public interest so to do, supersede

the Central Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, supersede the Central :;a~e:~~al
Board or such Joint Board, as the case may be, for such period, not exceeding one year, as Joint

maybespecifiedinthenotification: , Boards.

Provided that before issuing a notification under this sub-section for the reasons mentioned
. ih clause (a), the Central Government shall give a reasonable opportunity to the Central

Board or such Joint Board, as the case maybe, to show cause why it should not be superseded
and shall consider the explanations and objections, if any, of the Central Board or such Joint
Board, as the case may be.

(2) Upon the publication of a notification under sub-section (1) superseding the Central
Board orany Joint Board,-

".(~) all the members shall, as trom the date of supersession vacate their offices as such;

(b) all the powers, functions and duties which may, by or under this Act, be exercised,
performed or discharged by the Central Board or such Joint Board s~all, until the Central
Board or the Joint Board, as the case may be, is re-constituted under sub-section (3) be
exercised, performed or discharged by such person or persons as the Central Government
may direct;

(c) all property owned or controlled by the Central Board or such Joint Board shall,
until the Central Board or the Joint ,Board, as the case may be, is reconstituted under sub-
section (3) vest in the Central Government.

(3) On the expiration of the period of supersession specified in the n~tification issued
under sub-section (1), the Central Government may-

(a) extend the period of supersession for such further term, not ,yxceeding six months,
.. as it may consider necessary; or :

(b) reconstitute the Central Board or the Joint Board, as the case may be, by fresh
nomination or appointment, as the case may be. and in such case any person who vacated
his office under clause (a) of sub-section (2) shall not be deemed disqualified for nomination
,or appointment: ..t. '.
frovided that the Central Government may at any time before the expiration of the period

., ofsU:pers~ssion, whether originally specified under sub-section (1) or as extended under this
. sub-section, take action under clause (b) of this sub-section.



62. (1) If at any time the State Government is of opinion-

(a) that the StateBoardhaspersistentlymadedefault intheperformanceof the functions
imposed on it by or under this Act; or

(b) that circumstances exist which render it necessary in the public interest so to do,
the State Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, supersede the State
Board for such period, not exceeding one year, as may be specified in the notification:

Providedthatbe~oreissuinga notificationunder this sub-sectionforthe reasonsmentioned,
in clause (1) the State Government shall give a reasonable opportunity to the State Board to
show cause why it should o6t be superseded and shall consider the explanations and objections, ,

if any, of the S~te Board. .

(2) Upon the publication of a notification under sub-section (I) superseding the State
Board, the provisions of sub-sections '(2) and (3) of section 61 shall apply in relation to the
supersession of the State Board as they apply in relation to thesupersessionoftlJeCentral

, Boardor a JointBoardby theCentralGovemment.

Power0f 63. (1) The CentralGovernmentmay,simultaneouslywith theconstitutionof the Central
Central Board, make rules in respect of the matters specified in sub-section (2) :

Government . .. .
to make Provided that when the Central Board has been constituted, no such rule shall be made,

rules. varied, amended or repealed without consulting the Board. '

(2) In particular, and without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing power, such
rules may provide for all or any of the following matters,namely:-

(a) the terms and conditions of service of the members (other than the Chairman and
Member Secretary) of the Central Board under sub-section (8) of section 5 ;

(b) the intervals and the time and place at which meetings of the Central Board or of
any committee thereof constituted under this Act, shall be held and the procedure to be
followed at such meetings, including the quorum necessary for the transactions of business
under section 8, and under sub-section (2) of section 9 ; ,

(c) the fees and allowances to be paid to such members ofa committee oftheCentral
Board as are not members of the Board under sub-section (3) of section 9 ;

I[ (d) the manner in which and the purposes for which persons may be associated with the

Central Board under sub-section (1) of section 10 and the fees and allowances payable to
such persons] ; .

,. ,

(e) the terms and conditions of service of the chairman and the member-secretary of the
Central Board under sub-section (9) of section 5 and under sub-section (1) of section 12 ;

(j) conditions subject to which a person may be appointed as a consulting engineer to the
Central Board under sub-s~ction (4) of section 12 ;

(g) the powers and duties to be exercised and performed by the Chailman and the Member-
Secretaryof the CentralBoard; . ,

2[(h) * .. * * .. ] ;

2[(i» * * * *' * J ;

(j) the formof the report of the Central Boardanalyst under sub-section(J) of section22 ;

(k) the form of the report of theGov~rnmentanalyst under sub-section(3) of section 22 ;

I Clause (d) was substituted by the Act No. 44 of 1978, s. 20(0)(i).
2 Clauses (h) and (i) were omitted, ibid., s. 20 (a)(ii).
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"t[(l) tbeJorm in which and the time within which the budget of the Central Board may be
prepared and forwarded to the Central Government under section 38 ;
c;{)(ll)the from in which the annual report of the Central Board may be prepared under 0

section 39 ;] 0 0

" (n!)the forn in which the accounts of the Central Board may be maintained under section
40 ;"-'10 "

2[(mm) the manner in which notice of intention to make a complaint shall be givrn to the
Central Board of officer autlioriised by it under section 49 ;]

(n) any other matter relating to the Central Board, including the powers and functions of
thll:tBoard in relation to Union territories;

(0) any other matter which has to be, or may be, prescribed.

(3) Every rule made by the Central Government under this Act shall be laid, as soon as
may be after it is made, befort<each House of Parliament while it is in session for a total period
ofthirty days which may be comprised in one session or in two or more successive sessions,
and if, 3 {beforethe expiry of the session immediately followingthe session or the successive
session aforesaid,] both Houses agree that the rule should not be made, the rule shall thereafter
have effect only in such modified form or be of no effect, as the case may be, so, however, that
any such modification or annulment shall be without prejudice to the validity of anything
previously done under that rule.

64. (1) The State Government may, simultaneously with the constitution of the State Power of
Board, make rules to carry outthe purposes of this Act in respect of matters not faJling within State
the purview of section 68 : Government

Provided that when the State Board has been constituted no such rule shall be mape, ~I:.ake
varied, amended or repealed without consulting that Board.

(2) In particular, and without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing power, such
rules may provide for all or any of the following matters, namely :-

(a) the terms and conditions of service of the members (other than the chairman and the
member-secretary) of the State Board under sub-section (8) of section 5 ;

(b) the time and place of meeting of the State Board or of any committee of that Board
constituted under this Act and the proceduce to be followed at such meeting,

including the quorum necessary for the transaction of business under section 8 and under
sub-section(2) of section 9:

(c) the fees and allowances to be paid to such members ofa committee of the State Board
as are not members of the Board under sub-section (3) of section 9 ;

(d) the manner in which and the purposes for which persons may be associated with the

State Board under sub-section (1) of section 10 4[and the fees and allowances payable to
such persons ;] "

(e) the terms and conditions of service of the chairman and the Member-Secretary of the
State Board under sub-section (9) of section 5 and under sub-section (I) of section 12;

(f)the conditions subject to which a person may be appointed as a consulting engineer to
the State Board under sub-section (4) of section 12 ; .

(g) the powers and duties to be exercised and discharged by the Chairman and the Member
Secretary of the State Board;

(h) the form of the notice referred to in section 21 ;
(0 theformof thereportof the StateBoardanalystunder sub-section(1) of section22 ;

IThese clauses were substituted for clause (l), by Act No. 53 of 1988, s. 27(a).

2Clause (nlln) was insert~d ibid, s. 27(b). 0
3 These words were substituted for the words, "before the expiry of the section in which

it is so laid or the successive sessions aforesaid", by Act No. 44 of 1978, s. 20(b).
4 These words were inserted ibid, s. 21. "
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(j) the form of the report of the Government analyst under sub-section (3) of section 22 ;

(k) the form of application for the consent of the State Board under sub-section (2) of
section 25, and the particulars it may contain;

(I) the mann~r in which inquiry under sub-section (3) of section 25-may be made in..!
respect of an application for obtaining consent of the State Board and the matters to be taken
into account in granting or refusing such consent;

(m) tJ'tefonn arid manner in which appeals may be filed, the fees payable in respect of
such appeals and the procedure to be f"lIowed by the appellate authority in disposing of the
appeals under sub-section (3) of section 28 ;

,

I [(n) the form in which and the time within which the budget of the State Board may be
preparedandforwardedto theStateGovernmentundersection38 ; '.

(nn) the form in which the annual report of the State Board may be prepared under section
39;]

(0) the form in which the accounts of the State Board may be maintained under sub-
section (1) of section 40 ;

2[(00) th~ manner in whj~h notice Qfintention to make a complaint shall be given to the
State Board of officer authorised by it under section 49 ;]

(P) any other matter which has to be, or may be, prescribed.

I These clauses were substitute for clause (n),by Act No. 53 ofl988, s. 28(a).

2 Clause (00) was inserted, ibid., s. 28(b).
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