
CHAPTER VIII.

'.>

OF OFFENCESAGAINST THE PUBLIC TRANQUILITY.

141. An assembly of five or more persons is designated an "un- U I f I. naw u
lawful assembly", if the common object of the persons composing assembly.
that assembly is-

First.-To overawe by criminal force, or show of criminal force,
8[the Central or any State Government or Parliament or the Legisla-
ture of any State], or any public servant in the exercise of the lawful
power of such public servant; or

Second.-To resist the execution of any law, or of any legal process;
or

Third.-To commit any mischief or criminal trespass, or other
offence; or .

Fourth.-By means of criminal force, or show of criminal force,
to any person to take or obtain possession of any property, or to
deprive any person of the enjoyment of a right of way, or of the use
-of water or other incorporeal right of which he is in possession or
-enjoyment, or to enforce any right or supposed right; or

1 Subs. by the Repealing and Amending Act, 1927 (10 of 1927),s. 2 and Sch. I
for" any articles of War for the Army or Navy of the Queen, or for any part
{)f such Army or Navy".

2Ins. by the Amending Act, 1934 (35 of 1934), s. 2 and Sch.
3 The words" or that Act as modified by" rep. by the A. O. 1950.
4 Subs. by the India!). Air Force Act, 1932 (14 of 1932), s. 130 and Sch., for

" or the Air FOl'ce Act ". . .
5 Ins. by Act 10 of 1927, s. 2 and Sch. 1.
6 Subs., ibid, for" or Naval".
7 Subs. by the A. O. 1950 for" Queen ".
RSubs. by the A. O. 1950 for" the Central or any Provincial Government

'or legislature" which had been subs. by the A. O. 1937 for" the Legislative
or Executive G. of I., or the Govt. of any Presidency, or any Lieutenant-
Governor ""

")
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Fijth.-By means of criminal force, or show of criminal force, to
compe~ any person to do what he is not legally bound to do, or to
omit to do what he is legally entitled to do.

Explanation.-An assembly which was not unlawful when° it
assembled, may subsequently become an unlawful assembly.

142. Whoever, being aware of facts which render any assembly an
unlawful assembly, intentionally joins that assembly, or f'.ontinues
in it, is said to be a member of an unlawful assembly.

oJ

Punishment. 143. Whoever is a member of an unlawful assembly, shalf' be
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which
may ~xtend to six months, or with fine, or with both.
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144. Whoever, being armed with any deadly weapon, or with any-
thing which, used as a weapon of offence, is likely to cause death, is
a member of an unlawful assembly, shall be punis~d with imprison-
ment of either description for a term which may extend to two years)
or with fine, or with both.

145. Whoever joins or continues in an unlawful assembly, knowing
that such unlawful assembly has been commanded in the manner
prescribed by law to disperse, shall be punished with imprisonment
of either description for a term which may extend to two years, or
with fine, or with both.

146. Whenever force or violence is used by an unlawful assembly,
or by any member thereof, in prosecution of the common object of
such assembly, every member of such assembly is guilty of the
offence of rioting.

Puni~h'.llent 147. Whoever is guilty of rioting, shall be punished with imprison-
for notmg. ment of either description for.a term which may extend to two yearS,

or with fine, or with both.
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148. Whoever is guilty of rioting, being armed with a deadly
weapon or with anything which, used as a weapon of offence, is likely
to cause death, shall be punished with imprisonment of either descrip-
tion for a term which may extend to three years, or with fine, or
with both.

149. If an offence is committed by any member of an unlawful
assembly in prosecution of the common object of that assembly, or
such as the members of that assembly knew to be likely to be
committed in prosecution of that object, every person who, at the
time of the committing of that offence, is a member of the same
assembly, is guilty of that offence.
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150. Whoever hires or engages, or employs, or promotes, or con- Hir~g! or,
th
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or~become a member of any unlawful assembly, shall be punishable :pe;sonsto
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as a member of such unlawful assembly, and for any offence w Ich assembly.
may be committed by any such person as a member of such unlawful

. assembly in pursuance of such hiring, engagement or employment,
in the same manner as if he had been a member of such unlawful
assembly, or himself had committed such offence.

J.~1. Whoever knowingly joins or continues in any assembly of five ~t.l°,wingly
or more persons likely to cause a disturbance of the public peace, ~~:;~;~~
after such assembly has been lawfully commanded to disperse, shall in assembly

be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which :o~:~;sons
may extend to six months, or with fine, or with both. afterit has

, been com-
manded to'

EXplanation,-If the assembly is an unlawful assembly within the disperse.
meaning of section 141, the offender will be punishable under
section 145. .

152. Whoever assaults or thre.ats to assault, or obstructs or Assaulti~gof

attempts to obstruct, any public servant in th~ discharge of his duty ~~~\~~cting
as such public servant, in endeavouring to disperse an unlawful servant~hen
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ff h 8uppres8rng
assem y, or to suppress a not or a .ray, or uses, or t rea tens, or riot,etc.
IJ,ttempts to use criminal force to such public servant, shall be punish-
~<l with imprisonment of either description for a term which may
extend to three years or with fine, or with both.

153. Whoever malignantly, or wantonly, by doing anything which 'Y8:ntoJlly:.
~. illegal, gives provocation to any perS(;:1intending 'or knowing it to ~~~:~~~fiirQ.
be likely that such provocation will cause the offence of rioting to be intent t~
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commi e ,s a ,I~' ,He 0 ence 0.. nocmg e comm! e m consequence if rioting be
of. such provocation, be punished with imprisonment of either descrip- committed:
tion for a term which may extend to one year, or with fine, or with

both; and if the offen~e of rioting be not committed, with imprison- if not,

ment of either des.cription for a term which may extend to six months, commItted.
or with fine, or with both.

1[153A. Whoever by words, either spoken or written, or by signs, Promoting
or by visible representations, or otherwise, promotes or attempts to eb
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promote feelings of enmity or hatred between different ~lasses of classes.
2[the citizens of India], shall be punished with imprisonment which
may extend to two years, or with fine or with both. ,

Explanation.-It does not amount to an offence within the mean-
ing of this section to point out, without malicious intention and with
an honest view to their removal, matters which are producing or have
a tendency to produce, feelings of enmity or hatred between different
classes of 2[the citizens of India].]

'"

1S. 153A was added by the Indian Penal Code Amendment Act. 1898
(i of 1898), s. 5,

a Subs. by the A. O. 1950 for" Her Majesty's subjects"o.
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154. Whenever any unlawful assembly or riot takes -place, the
owner or occupier of the land upon which such unlawful assembly
is held, or such riot is committed, and any person having or claimmg
an interest in such land, shall be punishable with fine not exceeding
one thousand rupees, if he or his agent or manager, knowing that
such offence is being or has been committed, or having reason to
behev~ it is likely to be committed, do not give the earliest notice
thereof in his. or their power to the principal officer at the nearest
police-station, and do not, in the case of his or their having re,)l.;on"
to believe that it was about to be committed, use all lawful means
in his or their power to prevent it and, in the event of its taking place,
do not use all lawful means in his or their power to disperse or:
suppress the riot or unlawful assembly.

Liabilityof 155. Whenever a riot is committed for the benefit or on behalf of
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accepted or derived any benefit therefrom, such person shall be
punishable with fine, if he or his agent or manager, having reason 1;0
believe that such riot was likely to be committed or that the unlawful
assembly by which such riot was committed was likely to be held,
shall not respectively use all lawful means in his or their power to
prevent such assembly or riot from taking place, and for suppressing
and dispersing the same.

~i:~~li;rof 156. Whenever a riot is committed for the benefit or on behalf o~
o~ner or any person who is the owner or occupier of any land respecting which
oc

hcupier for such riot takes Place, or who claims an y interest in such land. orw~ .
benefitriot in the subject of any dispute which gave rise to the riot, or who has,
is committed.accepted or derived any benefit therefrom,
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the agent or manager of such person shall be punishable with fine,
if such agent or manager, having reason to believe that such riot was
likely to be committed, or that the unlawful assembly by which such
riot was committed was likely to be held, shall not use all lawful
means in his power to prevent such riot or assembly from taking
place and for suppressing and dispersing the same.

Harbouring 157. Whoever harbours, receives or assembles, in any house or
P
f

ersons hi
Ired premises in his occupation or charge, or under his control an y persons,or an un aw-

ful assembly.knowing that such persons have been hired, engaged or employed,
or are about to be hired, engaged or employed, to join or become
members of an unlawful assembly, shall be punished with imprison~
ment of either description for a term which may extend to six months,
or with fine, or with both.
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and whoever, being so engaged or hired as aforesaid, goes armed, or to go

or engages or offers to go armed, with any deadly weapon or with armed,
anything which used as a weapon of offence is likely to cause death,
s4~ll be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term
which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both.

159. When two or more persons, by fighting in a public place, Affray.
disturb the public peace, they are said to" commit an affray".

160. Whoever commits an affray, shall be punished with imprison- Punishment

ment of either description for a term which may extend to one month, :ft~i:~-
or with fine which may extend to one hundred rupee::), °E with both. affray,


