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REVISIONAL CRIMINAL,

Before Mr. Justice West and Mr. Justice Nénabhds Haﬂd&s.
EMPRESS ». SADA'NAND SHRIKRISHNAYJIL

Bombay Municipal Act ITT of 1872, Sec. 220, as amended by Bombay Act IV of
1878—-—H ouses—Clity of Bombay— Ridge ventilation— Notice.

The Municipal (‘ommxssmner for the city of Bombay issued a notice requiring
’ the owner of a 1hinge df buildings to put it in a proper state by providing ridge
ventilation within seven days, which the owner did not comply with.

Held that section 220 of Bombay Municipal Azt IITof 1872 as amended by Bombay
Act IV of 1878 does not empower the Municipal Commissioner to dixzet sruc-
turdl alterations, that the notice requiring ridge ventilation to be provided was
illegal, and the owner by refusing to comply with 1t committed no offence.

THis was an application for the reversal of the conviction and
sentence recorded by Dosébhai Framy CS.L, Premdency Mag1s~
trate of Bombay.

The facts, in so’far as they can be gathered from the proceed-

ings in absence of a written judgment by the Maglstrate are ag
follows :—

The applicant Sadénand bhnknshnégx is the owner of & range
of rooms 29 in number. Each room is 13 feet by 7-7, There is
a door in front in the middle of each room, and a window, 2 feet
10 inches wide and 18 inches high, at the back. The rooms are
let out to tenants, some of whom have shut up the windows by
‘means of wooden boards. The rooms first came into tle posses-
sion of the applicant in 1876. At the beginning of the present
year, 1883, the Health Officer of the Municipality 1nspectel the
rooms, and was of* opinion that they were insufficiently vmtl-
lated, and unwholesome. Accordingly on the 16th of May, 1883,
the following notice was issued to the owner by the Munlclpal
Commissioner of Bombay :— '

“To SADA'NAND SHRIKRISHNAVI, Esq.

« Under the provisions of section 220 of Bombay Act ITT of 1872
and of the schedule attached to Bombay Act IV of 1878 I heréby
give you notice that your chawl situated at No. 4, Breach Candy
Ro_ad, Bombay, is in an unwholesome state from want of sufficient
light, air and ventilation, and I hereby require you to put the said

* Crfminal Applica.ﬁion for quision, No, 244 of 1883,
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chawl in & _proper ‘state by ]_)10\, yiding rldoc vcntxlatmn and talke
notice that, if; Jyou do not comply with the tequisition contamed
in this notice within 7 days from the date her cof, you will be liable
to a penalty of Rs. 50 and to a further penalty of Rs. 5 for every

day after conviction during which this notice is not complied

with. ” (

Sadénand not complying with the notice was progecuted before
the Presidency Magistrate, who, after recording evidence, made
the following order :—

¢ Defondant is fined Rs. aO, and fmthel to pay a fine of rupec

' one per day till the rooms are put in a wholesome state.”

~ Against this order Saddnand applied to the High Court.

Tang for the applicant.—The conviction and sentence are both
illegal. The notice which the accused is convicted of having
disobeyed purports to have been iscued underthe authority . of
section 220 of Bombay Act III of 1872. The scction does not apply
to alterations in structure, but to nuisances which can be removed
within twenty-four hours. The notice requires ridge ventilation
f,o be provided, and gives seven days’ time to do it in, and is bad -
on both those grounds. The order of the Magistrate is not in
conformity with the requisition in the notice.

Jardine for the Mummpal Commissioner.—This is not an

-~ appeal, bat an application for revision. Thé Magistrate’s order

implies a finding of fact which must be accepted by this Court.
The words “complied with the requisition ” in section 220 should
be cinstrued to mean “complied with the réquisition as far as
possible ”.  So' construed it is sufficient undér the section to begin

~ to comply with the requisition within twenty-four hours. Next,

the word unwholesome in the section means insalubrious or
Jinjurious—that is, from : any cause such as insufficient ventilation
and should not be restricted to filth or nuisance. An overcrowded

“house is included in this sense. If structural alterations are not

contemplated by section 220, no other section of the Act provides-
for them, The notice to the accused perhaps lndlcates too much,
but is nob on that account bad.

The Judgment of the Court was dehvel ed by
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- WEST, J.—We think that section 220 of the Bombay Municipal
Act III of 1872 would be unduly extended if it were so construed
as to enforce structural alterations. As amended by Bombay
Act TV of 1878, it runs thus :—“ Whoever, being the owner or
oecupier of any house, building, or land, Whether tenantable or
‘otherwise, suffers the same to be in a filthy or unwholesome state,
or, in the oprnioy of the Commissioner, a nuisance to those in the
neighbourhbod, dr overgrown with rank and noisome vegetation,
and who shall not, within 24 hours after notice in writing by the
Commissioner to cleanse, clear, or+ otherwise put the same<n a
proper state, have complied with the requisition contained in such
notice, shall be liable,” &ec. It is obvious that most occupiers of
the less wholesome houses in Bombay would be quite incapable of
effecting structural alterations. Supposing tenants, for instance,
paying Rs. 2 per month were asked by the Commissioner to make.
such alterations, they could not of course comply with the de-
mand, specially within the twenty-four hours contemplated by the
section. We must, therefore, suppose that something less exact-
ing and more practicable for*the tenants, and therefore also for
the landlords (there being no difference made by the section in
their position), was meant by the use of the expression “ filthy or
unwholesome state”. When a person - is asked to cleanse, clear,

~ “or otherwise put a building which is in a filthy or unwholesome -
state in a proper state, what is meant is that he is to remove.

the objectionable’accidents, such as filth and nu1sance leaving
“the essence of the building the same as before. Without proper
- safeguards, unlimited licence is not to be given to & Comn issioner
* _to command or effect alterations in a structure, and we cat. well
-understand that the Legislature refrained from giving this power

" when conferring the power of causing nuisances to be removed.

'We are therefore of opinion that the Legislature in enacting
section 220 could not have intended, and did not intend, to
-invest the Municipal Commissioner .with the power of directing
structural alterations. As regards the question of notice, we

think that when a notice is required by law, it cannot preseribe
' ~somethm0' which the law itself does not contemplate or involve,

‘Mr. Jardine, on behalf of the Commissioner, argues that the

notice errs only by excessive indication ; but the section appears -
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to leave it to the owner or occupier to adopt such mefsures as
he pleases to carry out the demand of the Commissioner. It is
not open to the, Commissioner to preseribe his own measures and
deprive the owner or occupier of his option. If this were not so,
the Commissioner might order expensive painting, or papering,
or other costly alterations beyond the means of the person con-
cerned, and beyond the intentions of the Legislatute. We hold,
therefore, that it was not competent to the Tomfiissioner to
require ridge ventilation in the notice; and as the notice was
thus framed, no offence was committed by failing to do what it
did not “call on the owner to do. We accordingly reverse the
order of the Presidency Magistrate, and direct the fine paid by
the accused to be refunded to him.

Sentence reversed, and fine ordered to be refunded.

ORIGINAL CIVIL,

. Before Mr. Justice Scott.

MOOLJI LILLA axp DHURMA LILLA, PLAINTIFFS, 2. GOKULDA’S
VULLA, RANCHORDA'S DARSI Axp DAYA'L DARSI, DErENDANTS.*

Hindu low—Joint family—Joint property—Presumption that family is joint—Sepd-
ration—0nus of proof—DNature of evidence required to prove separation.

The presumptmn of Hindu law is that every family is joint, and that all

‘property spossessed by the family is joint, A member of an undivided family may,

howevel:, acquire separate property, but the burden of proof lies upon him to prove -
the inGependent character of the acquisition. The essence of his exclusive title is
that the separate property was acquired by his sole agency without employing what
is common to the family.

If tbe property is separate the presumption operates no longer, and- eaeh member
is separate owner of what he possesses, Even in the case of a separate family
blood relationship within certain degrees imposes a moral duty, thou%h ‘not a
legal duty, towards dependent relatives. The support on a liberal scale of poor

relatives and even payment of their marriage expenses are not in themselves
without other evidence proof of a joint family. h

~ Surr for partition. The plaint alleged that one Bhimji Parpia
died intestate many years ago, leaving three sons, mz., Darsi
*Suit No,'182 of 1881.



	Page 1 
	Page 2 
	Page 3 
	Page 4 
	Page 5 
	Page 6 
	Page 7 
	Page 8 
	Page 9 
	Page 10 
	Page 11 
	Page 12 
	Page 13 
	Page 14 
	Page 15 
	Page 16 
	Page 17 
	Page 18 
	Page 19 
	Page 20 
	Page 21 
	Page 22 
	Page 23 
	Page 24 
	Page 25 
	Page 26 
	Page 27 
	Page 28 
	Page 29 
	Page 30 
	Page 31 
	Page 32 
	Page 33 
	Page 34 
	Page 35 
	Page 36 
	Page 37 
	Page 38 
	Page 39 
	Page 40 
	Page 41 
	Page 42 
	Page 43 
	Page 44 
	Page 45 
	Page 46 
	Page 47 
	Page 48 
	Page 49 
	Page 50 
	Page 51 
	Page 52 
	Page 53 
	Page 54 
	Page 55 
	Page 56 
	Page 57 
	Page 58 
	Page 59 
	Page 60 
	Page 61 
	Page 62 
	Page 63 
	Page 64 
	Page 65 
	Page 66 
	Page 67 
	Page 68 
	Page 69 
	Page 70 
	Page 71 
	Page 72 
	Page 73 
	Page 74 
	Page 75 
	Page 76 
	Page 77 
	Page 78 
	Page 79 
	Page 80 
	Page 81 
	Page 82 
	Page 83 
	Page 84 
	Page 85 
	Page 86 
	Page 87 
	Page 88 
	Page 89 
	Page 90 
	Page 91 
	Page 92 
	Page 93 
	Page 94 
	Page 95 
	Page 96 
	Page 97 
	Page 98 
	Page 99 
	Page 100 
	Page 101 
	Page 102 
	Page 103 
	Page 104 
	Page 105 
	Page 106 
	Page 107 
	Page 108 
	Page 109 
	Page 110 
	Page 111 
	Page 112 
	Page 113 
	Page 114 
	Page 115 
	Page 116 
	Page 117 
	Page 118 
	Page 119 
	Page 120 
	Page 121 
	Page 122 
	Page 123 
	Page 124 
	Page 125 
	Page 126 
	Page 127 
	Page 128 
	Page 129 
	Page 130 
	Page 131 
	Page 132 
	Page 133 
	Page 134 
	Page 135 
	Page 136 
	Page 137 
	Page 138 
	Page 139 
	Page 140 
	Page 141 
	Page 142 
	Page 143 
	Page 144 
	Page 145 
	Page 146 
	Page 147 
	Page 148 
	Page 149 
	Page 150 
	Page 151 
	Page 152 
	Page 153 
	Page 154 
	Page 155 
	Page 156 
	Page 157 
	Page 158 
	Page 159 
	Page 160 
	Page 161 
	Page 162 
	Page 163 
	Page 164 
	Page 165 
	Page 166 
	Page 167 
	Page 168 
	Page 169 
	Page 170 
	Page 171 
	Page 172 
	Page 173 
	Page 174 
	Page 175 
	Page 176 
	Page 177 
	Page 178 
	Page 179 
	Page 180 
	Page 181 
	Page 182 
	Page 183 
	Page 184 
	Page 185 
	Page 186 
	Page 187 
	Page 188 
	Page 189 
	Page 190 
	Page 191 
	Page 192 
	Page 193 
	Page 194 
	Page 195 
	Page 196 
	Page 197 
	Page 198 
	Page 199 
	Page 200 
	Page 201 
	Page 202 
	Page 203 
	Page 204 
	Page 205 
	Page 206 
	Page 207 
	Page 208 
	Page 209 
	Page 210 
	Page 211 
	Page 212 
	Page 213 
	Page 214 
	Page 215 
	Page 216 
	Page 217 
	Page 218 
	Page 219 
	Page 220 
	Page 221 
	Page 222 
	Page 223 
	Page 224 
	Page 225 
	Page 226 
	Page 227 
	Page 228 
	Page 229 
	Page 230 
	Page 231 
	Page 232 
	Page 233 
	Page 234 
	Page 235 
	Page 236 
	Page 237 
	Page 238 
	Page 239 
	Page 240 
	Page 241 
	Page 242 
	Page 243 
	Page 244 
	Page 245 
	Page 246 
	Page 247 
	Page 248 
	Page 249 
	Page 250 
	Page 251 
	Page 252 
	Page 253 
	Page 254 
	Page 255 
	Page 256 
	Page 257 
	Page 258 
	Page 259 
	Page 260 
	Page 261 
	Page 262 
	Page 263 
	Page 264 
	Page 265 
	Page 266 
	Page 267 
	Page 268 
	Page 269 
	Page 270 
	Page 271 
	Page 272 
	Page 273 
	Page 274 
	Page 275 
	Page 276 
	Page 277 
	Page 278 
	Page 279 
	Page 280 
	Page 281 
	Page 282 
	Page 283 
	Page 284 
	Page 285 
	Page 286 
	Page 287 
	Page 288 
	Page 289 
	Page 290 
	Page 291 
	Page 292 
	Page 293 
	Page 294 
	Page 295 
	Page 296 
	Page 297 
	Page 298 
	Page 299 
	Page 300 
	Page 301 
	Page 302 
	Page 303 
	Page 304 
	Page 305 
	Page 306 
	Page 307 
	Page 308 
	Page 309 
	Page 310 
	Page 311 
	Page 312 
	Page 313 
	Page 314 
	Page 315 
	Page 316 
	Page 317 
	Page 318 
	Page 319 
	Page 320 
	Page 321 
	Page 322 
	Page 323 
	Page 324 
	Page 325 
	Page 326 
	Page 327 
	Page 328 
	Page 329 
	Page 330 
	Page 331 
	Page 332 
	Page 333 
	Page 334 
	Page 335 
	Page 336 
	Page 337 
	Page 338 
	Page 339 
	Page 340 
	Page 341 
	Page 342 
	Page 343 
	Page 344 
	Page 345 
	Page 346 
	Page 347 
	Page 348 
	Page 349 
	Page 350 
	Page 351 
	Page 352 
	Page 353 
	Page 354 
	Page 355 
	Page 356 
	Page 357 
	Page 358 
	Page 359 
	Page 360 
	Page 361 
	Page 362 
	Page 363 
	Page 364 
	Page 365 
	Page 366 
	Page 367 
	Page 368 
	Page 369 
	Page 370 
	Page 371 
	Page 372 
	Page 373 
	Page 374 
	Page 375 
	Page 376 
	Page 377 
	Page 378 
	Page 379 
	Page 380 
	Page 381 
	Page 382 
	Page 383 
	Page 384 
	Page 385 
	Page 386 
	Page 387 
	Page 388 
	Page 389 
	Page 390 
	Page 391 
	Page 392 
	Page 393 
	Page 394 
	Page 395 
	Page 396 
	Page 397 
	Page 398 
	Page 399 
	Page 400 
	Page 401 
	Page 402 
	Page 403 
	Page 404 
	Page 405 
	Page 406 
	Page 407 
	Page 408 
	Page 409 
	Page 410 
	Page 411 
	Page 412 
	Page 413 
	Page 414 
	Page 415 
	Page 416 
	Page 417 
	Page 418 
	Page 419 
	Page 420 
	Page 421 
	Page 422 
	Page 423 
	Page 424 
	Page 425 
	Page 426 
	Page 427 
	Page 428 
	Page 429 
	Page 430 
	Page 431 
	Page 432 
	Page 433 
	Page 434 
	Page 435 
	Page 436 
	Page 437 
	Page 438 
	Page 439 
	Page 440 
	Page 441 
	Page 442 
	Page 443 
	Page 444 
	Page 445 
	Page 446 
	Page 447 
	Page 448 
	Page 449 
	Page 450 
	Page 451 
	Page 452 
	Page 453 
	Page 454 
	Page 455 
	Page 456 
	Page 457 
	Page 458 
	Page 459 
	Page 460 
	Page 461 
	Page 462 
	Page 463 
	Page 464 
	Page 465 
	Page 466 
	Page 467 
	Page 468 
	Page 469 
	Page 470 
	Page 471 
	Page 472 
	Page 473 
	Page 474 
	Page 475 
	Page 476 
	Page 477 
	Page 478 
	Page 479 
	Page 480 
	Page 481 
	Page 482 
	Page 483 
	Page 484 
	Page 485 
	Page 486 
	Page 487 
	Page 488 
	Page 489 
	Page 490 
	Page 491 
	Page 492 
	Page 493 
	Page 494 
	Page 495 
	Page 496 
	Page 497 
	Page 498 
	Page 499 
	Page 500 
	Page 501 
	Page 502 
	Page 503 
	Page 504 
	Page 505 
	Page 506 
	Page 507 
	Page 508 
	Page 509 
	Page 510 
	Page 511 
	Page 512 
	Page 513 
	Page 514 
	Page 515 
	Page 516 
	Page 517 
	Page 518 
	Page 519 
	Page 520 
	Page 521 
	Page 522 
	Page 523 
	Page 524 
	Page 525 
	Page 526 
	Page 527 
	Page 528 
	Page 529 
	Page 530 
	Page 531 
	Page 532 
	Page 533 
	Page 534 
	Page 535 
	Page 536 
	Page 537 
	Page 538 
	Page 539 
	Page 540 
	Page 541 
	Page 542 
	Page 543 
	Page 544 
	Page 545 
	Page 546 
	Page 547 
	Page 548 
	Page 549 
	Page 550 
	Page 551 
	Page 552 
	Page 553 
	Page 554 
	Page 555 
	Page 556 
	Page 557 
	Page 558 
	Page 559 
	Page 560 
	Page 561 
	Page 562 
	Page 563 
	Page 564 
	Page 565 
	Page 566 
	Page 567 
	Page 568 
	Page 569 
	Page 570 
	Page 571 
	Page 572 
	Page 573 
	Page 574 
	Page 575 
	Page 576 
	Page 577 
	Page 578 
	Page 579 
	Page 580 
	Page 581 
	Page 582 
	Page 583 
	Page 584 
	Page 585 
	Page 586 
	Page 587 
	Page 588 
	Page 589 
	Page 590 
	Page 591 
	Page 592 
	Page 593 
	Page 594 
	Page 595 
	Page 596 
	Page 597 
	Page 598 
	Page 599 
	Page 600 
	Page 601 
	Page 602 
	Page 603 
	Page 604 
	Page 605 
	Page 606 
	Page 607 
	Page 608 
	Page 609 
	Page 610 
	Page 611 
	Page 612 
	Page 613 
	Page 614 
	Page 615 
	Page 616 
	Page 617 
	Page 618 
	Page 619 
	Page 620 
	Page 621 
	Page 622 
	Page 623 
	Page 624 
	Page 625 
	Page 626 
	Page 627 
	Page 628 
	Page 629 
	Page 630 
	Page 631 
	Page 632 
	Page 633 
	Page 634 
	Page 635 
	Page 636 
	Page 637 
	Page 638 
	Page 639 
	Page 640 
	Page 641 
	Page 642 
	Page 643 
	Page 644 
	Page 645 
	Page 646 
	Page 647 
	Page 648 
	Page 649 
	Page 650 
	Page 651 
	Page 652 
	Page 653 
	Page 654 
	Page 655 
	Page 656 
	Page 657 
	Page 658 
	Page 659 
	Page 660 
	Page 661 
	Page 662 
	Page 663 
	Page 664 
	Page 665 
	Page 666 
	Page 667 
	Page 668 
	Page 669 
	Page 670 
	Page 671 
	Page 672 
	Page 673 
	Page 674 
	Page 675 
	Page 676 
	Page 677 
	Page 678 
	Page 679 
	Page 680 
	Page 681 
	Page 682 
	Page 683 
	Page 684 
	Page 685 
	Page 686 
	Page 687 
	Page 688 
	Page 689 
	Page 690 
	Page 691 
	Page 692 
	Page 693 
	Page 694 
	Page 695 
	Page 696 
	Page 697 
	Page 698 
	Page 699 
	Page 700 
	Page 701 
	Page 702 
	Page 703 
	Page 704 
	Page 705 
	Page 706 

